KY) 


==foN= 


PAL ESTI NE - A Jewish Commonneatel 


by MOSHE SHERTOK 


—— OF DIASPORA JEWRY 


7 im by A. LEON KUBOWITZKI, MAX M. LASERSON and ARYEH a 


<7 c Raekat ism In Our Immigration _ Se 


by TARAKNATH DAS 


Failure In Santa Domingo 


by ABRAHAM REVUSKY 


The Labor Zionist Convention 


APRIL, 1943 TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 














THE GLORY OF DEMOCRACY 


"The sacrifices that are needed in order to win 
the war are apparent to us all. 

The Treasury’s appeals to buy War Bonds, the 
Government’s pleas to conserve gas and rubber, the 
economies required to avoid inflation, the necessity 
of rationing many essential commodities—all these 
have become vital in the minds of our people. 

Necessity has awakened us, not only to the size 
of the task before us, but to the fact that our future 
as a nation 1s at stake; and in characteristic fashion 
we-a// are responding. 

Our hearts speak, our purses are open wide; and 
regardless of creed, or color, or political convictions, 
our honest differences of opinion are being dissi- 
pated before the issue that confronts us. 

This is the glory of democracy: that a man may 
think as he will, speak as he will, vote as he will, and 
worship God in his own way; yet in the hour of peril 
to the State, that which is for the greatest good of 
all is not only his most compelling thought but the 
strongest prompting of his heart. 

In that hour his thought is no longer of himself 
but of his country; and it is as though his soul were 
crying out those memorable words of Plato: “‘Man 
- was not born for himself alone but for his country.” 


» President 
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Messages and Greetings 
to the 
Labor Zionist Convention 


From the Histadrut Executive 
Heartiest Greetings to Your Conven- 
tion which Precedes Assembly of All 
American Jewry. Jewry Has Sinned 
Against Itself Greatly During the 
Last War and This. Tens of Thousands 
of Pioneers Who Might Have Come 
to Palestine and Participated in Up- 
building the Homeland Remained Be- 
hind and Are Now Caught in the Net 
of Destruction. We Have Lost Great 
and Fruitful Forces. There Will Be No 
Historical Atonement for Jewry Unless 
This Time Jewry Stands United 
Throughout the United States in Sup- 
port of Palestine, Demanding Inter- 
national Assistance for the Develop- 
ment of Palestine to Its Full Capacity. 
Our Colonizatory Achievements Prove 
that Palestine Can Provide a Full and 
Speedy Solution of the Jewish Ques- 
tion, Given Suitable Political Condi- 
tions. The Allied Nations Must See 
to It that the Jewish People Receives 
Compensation for All the Financial 
Resources Despoiled by the Nazis. A 
Jewish Representation Commission Is 
Essential. We are Ready and Pre- 
pared to Absorb Without Delay Hun- 
dreds of Thousands of Jewish Chil- 
dren and to Devote Ourselves Heart 
and Soul to This Young Jewish Gen- 
eration which Has already Been Tried 
by Most Frightful Sufferings. Their 
Physical and Spiritual Deliverance 
Necessitates Education in Surroundings 
of Creative Life—Self Confidence and 
Jewish Restoration. This They Will 

Find Only Here, in Their Homeland. 

DAVID REMEZ 


From William Green, 
President, A. F. of L. 

Every one of us wants peace. But we 
know now that there is no shortcut to 
peace except through total victory. We 
know now that there is no hope of 
lasting peace and security for human- 
ity until the last vestige of hateful 
Nazism and Fascism is wiped from the 
face of the earth. 


And so, every one of us who loves 
freedom, who despises the evil works 
of Hitler, who believes in the law of 
God and the triumph of the right, 
must join hands in a united effort for 
that victory. Regardless of race, color 
or religion, regardless of our political 
persuasions, regardless of whether we 
are rich or poor, we must work, suffer, 
sacrifice and pull together until this 
war is won. Under the inspirational 
leadership of our great Commander- 
in-Chief, President Roosevelt, we can- 
not fail. 

Meanwhile, time is running out for 
the helpless prisoners of Nazism and 
Fascism—the Jews and the hostages 
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who are being slaughtered at an ever 
increasing tempo by our desperate 
enemies. We must try to do every- 
thing possible to save them before it 
is too late. 

First, it seems evident that the 
United Nations must serve notice— 
official notice—that every Nazi and 
Fascist crime against innocent Civi- 
lians will be punished with uncom- 
promising justice and with equal sev- 
erity. President Roosevelt has made 
it clear that this is the position of our 
Government. I endorse without res- 
ervation the demand that the United 
Nations set up at once an official com- 
mission to inquire into each enemy 
atrocity, place the blame where it be- 
longs and record the names of the 
criminals for future and implacable 
action. Such action will have a pro- 
found and perhaps deterring effect. 
The brutal Nazi leaders will know that 
when they slaughter Jewish people, 
shoot hostages and commit unspeak- 
able crimes they will be branded as 
criminals and treated as such when 
rhe war is over. 

Second, I officially join with you in 
urging, appealing and demanding that 


the open door be established in Pal- 
estine. Let it be the Homeland for 
Jewish refugees for the duration at 
least. It is no longer a question of 
political considerations or territorial 
status. Instead it is a question of sav- 
ing human life. There should no 
longer be any quibbling over techni- 
cal interpretations of the Balfour Dec- 
laration. Instead let the immigration 
barriers to Palestine be removed, the 
doors of admission to tortured, dis- 
tressed, maltreated human beings be 
thrown wide open. The exigencies of 
the situation call for quick action, im- 
mediate action if Hitler’s victims are 
to be saved. 

Third, let us examine our own situ- 
ation at home and ascertain if the 
quota restrictions will permit the en- 
try of war refugees and if it is pos- 
sible to secure exit privileges for these 
refugees from conquered countries. 
We should do all that lies within our 
power to be helpful along these lines. 

These are immediate steps and vit- 
ally important. But we cannot rest 
there. We must also plan now for the 
future. We must prepare a construc- 

(Continued on Page 35) 








E, REPRESENTATIVES of the Labor Zionist 

movement in the United States and Canada, 
assembled at New York, do solemnly affirm and 
declare: 

1) The immediate and most vital task that faces 
us all at this decisive moment is the complete 
annihilation of Hitlerism, fascism and Japanese mili- 
tarism. We give our unqualified endorsement to 
the joint declaration of the President of the United 
States and the Prime Minister of Great Britain that 
the only acceptable conclusion of this war is the un- 
conditional surrender of the Axis forces. 

2) Concurrently with the military task that con- 
fronts our countries today, a second responsibility 
faces us:—to launch at once acts of relief and rescue 
to bring succor to the peoples under the whip-lash of 
the murderous Axis. To this end no effort should be 
spared. To keep alive in body and in spirit the peoples 
of the occupied countries is not alone a humanitarian 
imperative but also a strategical necessity. 

Among the peoples whom Hitler is systematically 
despoiling, a special place has been assigned to the 
Jews. Not only were they the first to suffer, but ahey 
alone have been selected by the Nazis for complete 
extermination. This is no accident but the result of 
cold-blooded deliberation. In his mad onslaught 
against all the accepted concepts of justice and right- 
eousness, Hitler resolved to eliminate also the sym- 
bolic carrier of these ideals—the Jewish people with- 
‘in whom, from the days of Sinai and the Phophets, 
love of freedom and faith in mankind have burned 
like a sacred flame. 

We refuse to believe that every possibility of bring- 
ing relief at least to some of the European Jews has 
already been explored. We refuse to believe that no- 
where in the territories of the United Nations can 
sanctuaries be found for those Jews who manage to 
escape the Nazi clutches. We refuse to believe that 
the United Nations are unable to persuade certain 
neutral countries to receive all refugees who are now 
knocking at their doors. We do not ask for privileges 
but we refuse to believe that what was done and is 
being done for certain other suffering peoples cannot 
be done for Jews. 

We appeal to our countries and to the other United 
Nations:—Act on behalf of the Jews as you would 
act if your own sons and daughters were in their 
plight! Put aside legalistic barriers! Let the United 
States suspend its present quota restrictions! Let Eng- 
land abrogate the White Paper of 1939 and open the 
gates of Palestine! Do not sully the shield of your 





The salient points of the address of Moshe Shertok and 
of the papers on Diaspora Jewry, as well as the Resolutions 
adopted by the Convention appear elsewhere in this issue. 
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crusade against Hitlerism with the shame-blot of com- 
plicity through inaction in Hitler's heinous crime 
against the Jews! 

3) In order to convert our military victory over 
the Nazi-fascist forces to a peace of stability and 
security, the world must free itself of all vestiges of 
Nazi-fascist ideology. We proclaim the freedom of 
all men, of all peoples, races and religions, as the 
categorical imperative of our life in the post-war 
world. A prerequisite of this full-blooded freedom of 
man is what President Roosevelt has termed “freedom 
from want.” This will be realized only when the eco- 
nomic inequities dividing men into classes of wage- 
slaves and exploiters, producers and those who live 
off the labor of others are abolished; when in the rela- 
tions between peoples the stresses of economic com- 
petition are eliminated; when each people, as each 
individual, is given free access to economic opportu- 
nities. 

A concerted effort must be made to eliminate rad- 
ically those perversions and anomalies that burden so 
large a part of mankind today. An international body 
must be established for the purpose of safeguarding 
the peace and regulating the relations among nations 
and peoples so that controversies may be adjudicated 
before they develop the germs of war, and of taking 
effective action to curb all aggressive tendencies. 


4) Among the anomalies for which a radical solu- 
tion must be found is the historic problem of the Jew- 
ish people. Mindful of the dire circumstances in which 
the Jewish people will find itself after the war, up- 
rooted and wounded unto death, with the old bases 
of existence in their former lands completely des- 
troyed, with less opportunity for reconstruction than 
all other peoples and with a pressing need for migra- 
tion, the Convention addresses an urgent appeal to all 
the members of the family of United Nations, to the 
organized socialist and labor forces, particularly to the 
American, Canadian and British labor movements, 
to lend their voice and their weight to the following 
demands: 

a) We demand that the United Nations should 
immediately after the final victory abolish all anti- 
Jewish laws or regulations; outlaw all forms of anti- 
Semitism as a crime against society; punish justly all 
who are guilty of committing anti-Jewish crimes and 
set in motion the necessary machinery for reparation 
and restitution of Jewish property, and care for Jew- 
ish victims of persecution. 

b) Full civic and economic equality must be ac- 
corded the Jews in all lands where they now live and 
wish to continue to live. 

c) The right must be granted to all refugees to 
return, if they so desire, to their former lands. 
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d) Cultural, religious and group rights must be 
given the Jews, the same as those accorded all other 
ethnic, cultural and religious minorities within the 
political framework of the respective states. 


e) All the foregoing rights will not, however, in 
themselves solve the Jewish problem. That will be 
accomplished only when the right will be safeguarded 
to the Jews to rebuild Palestine as the Jewish Com- 
monwealth. For only there can Jews achieve a nor- 
mal national status. No new political status for 
Palestine shall, therefore, be determined without the 
consent of the Jewish people, as expressed by its in- 
ternationally recognized representative, the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine. Any new political status of 
Palestine must guarantee the opportunity for the 
rapid establishment of the Jewish commonwealth 
through mass-immigration and the absorption of the 
greatest number of Jews in the shortest possible time. 


f) Only Jewish bodies are qualified to carry 
through this gigantic task in an effective way. The 
internationally recognized Jewish Agency must be 
granted the powers to conduct Jewish immigration 
into Palestine, to settle Jews on the soil, and to de- 
velop the natural resources of the country, its agricul- 
ture, industry and commerce. 


g) The Jews of Palestine, as well as stateless Jews 
in other countries, must be given the opportunity to 
participate fully in the war as a recognized Jewish 
body under the Jewish flag. 


5) From the platform of this Convention we ex- 
tend our hand of friendship to the Arab people. It 
is our historic destiny to live as neighbors, and it is 
our manifest wish to live in peace with them. A true 
peace can be based only on mutual recognition of 
the dignity and rights of the respective peoples. The 
Arab people must recognize the right of the Jewish 
people to an equal national status among the peoples 
of the world, just as we do not for a moment question 
their rights thereto. The equal national status of the 
Arabs is assured by their possession of vast domains, 
many times greater than the area of Palestine and 
Transjordan combined. Our single means of achiev- 
ing that status is through the establishment of the 
Palestine Jewish Commonwealth. 


6) To our brothers in the Nazi-occupied lands we 
address ourselves with bleeding hearts: We do not 
share in your physical torment, but our hearts and 
souls are suffering with you. We shall not rest until 
we succeed in breaking through some way of help to 
you. We are here dedicating ourselves anew to the 
task of building a better Jewish future, so that your 
suffering shall not have been in vain, so that it shall 
not be without some redress, and so that your chil- 
dren, at least, may live with our children in dignity 
and with pride as Jews and as citizens of a better 
world. 
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7) We address ourselves also to the Jews of the 
U.S.S.R.: We shall joyously welcome you back into 
the fold of world Jewry so that you may share with 
us the responsibility for the future of our people. We 
express the hope that the Soviet government will 
make this possible for you, that you will be allowed 
to participate in the upbuilding of the Jewish home- 
land in Palestine, that equal rights for the Hebrew 
language will be acknowledged in the Soviet Union, 
that the right of aliyah to Palestine wil not be de- 
nied to those of you who desire it, that you will be 
able to take your place as a great and influential factor 
in the life of our people. 


8) To the Jews of the United States and Canada we 
say: Let us prepare to shoulder with dignity the heavy 
responsibilities which history has placed upon us. 
Let us be worthy of the holy martyrdom of our 
brethren in Europe, of the heroic manliness of our 
pioneers in Palestine. Let us purify and sanctify our 
hearts to meet the challenge of survival and emancipa- 
tion for ourselves and our people. For this is an age 
not only of catastrophe and ruin; on the threshold 
of tomorrow stands our greatest opportunity for 
redemption, for Gewlah. 


9) In the vanguard of Geulah marches the Jewish 
yishuv in Palestine, and in vanguard of the Palestine 
yishuv is the organized Jewish labor movement, our 
comrades of the Histadrut. To them we say: 


Our bonds of solidarity with you are stronger than 
ever. As the largest and most vital sector of the yishuv 
you have been the most creative element in the his- 
tory of its achievements. When victory is won, your 
accomplishments in the past thirty-five years will 
serve as a model to the rest of mankind for a peace- 
ful and just reconstruction of society, for mutual aid 
and cooperative living, entered into without compul- 
sion, with full recognition of the prerogatives of 
society and the rights and dignity of the individual. 
You will have demonstrated to the world the ability, 
as well as the right of the Jewish people to shape its 
own free and normal national existence. On that day 
you will be, as you have been, the standard bearer of 
Jewish emancipation. 


We, representatives of the Labor Zionist movement 
in the United States and Canada, who for thirty-five 
years have striven together with you to awaken in 
American Jewry a sense of responsibility for the tasks 
of Jewish life, reiterate our pledge to spare no effort, 
to give our all, and if need be, our lives and the lives 
of our children to help our countries in the fight for a 
more harmonious world in which all men and all peo- 
ples, and the Jewish people as an equal among them, 
may march forward to peace, security and brother- 
hood. 
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PALESTINE—-A JEWISH COMMONWEALTH 


by Moshe Shertok 


W E HAVE reached a turning point in our history, 
perhaps the most decisive turning point since 
we were driven away from Palestine. This turning 
point came not only as a result of the war and of 
what it brought in its wake for our brothers in Eu- 
rope. It came before the war, with the change of 
policy on the part of Great Britain as the mandatory 
power in Palestine in regard to the future of the 
Jewish people in that country. So long as the manda- 
tory regime went on as it was conceived in the spirit 
of the Balfour Declaration and laid down in the 
Mandate, we could concentrate all our thoughts and 
efforts upon the practical job at hand of sending 
people into Palestine, of acquiring land in Palestine, 
of proceeding step by step from little strength to 
greater strength, without necessarily posing to our- 
selves the problem of our ultimate goal in Palestine 
as a question of the most immediate concern. 

For many years we resisted and defeated attempts 
to concentrate Zionist attention on the question of 
our ultimate aim. We regarded such discussions as 
unwarranted and harmful. We feared that they 
would result only in the diversion of attention and 
energy from the practical, vital task before us to 
dreams and fancies which could in no way add to 
our actual strength. That was the state of things as 
long as we could be reasonably certain that the 
framework of the mandatory regime, narrow and 
restricted as it was, was something firm and unshake- 
able, and that it would be kept up and give us an 
opportunity to show what we could do; and that in 
the fullness of time we would be able to achieve the 
desire which burned in the hearts of every one of us. 


But an end was put to that regime. An abrupt, 
violent change took place in Great Britain’s official 
policy, months before the war. In May, 1939, the 
question of our political future in Palestine appeared 
to be in the balance, and we had to face that prob- 
lem. We had to take up the challenge and give our 
answer to it. 

Before and since that change developments have 
taken place, all tending in the same direction, all 
working with a cumulative effect, and today, if we 
do not want to fail in our historic responsibility, we 
must put before ourselves four-square the problem of 
_ what is to become of us in Palestine, and what we 
are going to do in this generation—during the war, 
at the end of the war, immediately after the end of 
the war—in order to prevent the defeat of our his- 
toric aim in Palestine. 

When the last war ended, one of the new things 
which it created on the constitutional plane of inter- 
national arrangements was the concept of the Man- 
date. It was a wide concept, and quite a number of 
countries came under it. Palestine was only one of 


them, but country after country reached the stage 
where it was deemed worthy of independence, and 
Mandate after Mandate was abolished. Today the 
Palestine Mandate stands as an exception in that 
process. The question of the duration of the Man- 
date would have stood before us today as a conse- 
quence of this war even if we had not witnessed a 
change in the mandatory policy before the outbreak 
of war. But the Zionist content of the Mandate was 
liquidated, and the Mandate, instead of being an 
instrument of facilitating the achievement of the 
Zionist aim, became an instrument of defeating it. 
Moreover, as a result of the disturbances of 1936 to 
1939, in fact as a result of the first phase of those 
disturbances in the year 1936, the whole question of 
Palestine was thrown into a melting pot. A major 
inquiry was held, a very authoritative body called the 
Palestine Royal Commission surveyed the whole 
field, and the most far-reaching conclusion that it 
reached was that the Jews in Palestine, in order to 
be able to work out their salvation, must be given 
political independence—that a Jewish state must be 
established. It is true that the Commission proposed 
that the solution of our problem should be applied 
only to a part of Palestine, and a very limited part 
at that. In quantity their conclusion was a bitter 
disappointment, but in quality it was a most far- 
reaching, positive step: they recognized that the 
world will not redeem its pledge to the Jewish 
people, unless we were restored in Palestine to the 
position of statehood, on terms of complete equality 
with other nations. 

And last, but not least, the question of the rela- 
tions between Palestine and the neighboring coun- 
tries has been definitely put on the political agenda; 
the question of the interconnection between various 
states in the world, between groups of states, in vari- 
ous parts of the world, and between all states of the 
world, as forming one world unit, has been put on 
the order of the day. The final solution of Palestine’s 
political problem thus becomes inescapable, and if 
we are not to be ready with an unequivocal statement 
of our aims, our case is bound to go by default. The 
question of what is to become of Palestine will be 
decided in the not distant future, but it may be de- 
cided in accordance with the will of others, without 
taking into account our vital interests. Throughout 
the last twenty-five years we have increasingly felt 
the need for a more dynamic policy in order to make 
our work in Palestine possible; we have increasingly 
felt the need for governmental powers in order to 
be able to do what we had to do in Palestine: con- 
duct immigration, undertake large-scale development 
schemes, bring in Jews, settle them, make life for 
them possible. 
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We have always said that our work is in its very 
essence a state-building enterprise. We knew very 
well that we must start from the very beginning. To 
us it has not been a question of formal independence 
alone. Formal independence alone would not have 
settled our problem in Palestine, so long as we were 
few and weak, as we were twenty-five years ago. We 
had first to acquire land, even to “create” land in 
Palestine, and bring in people. We had to build up 
these people, to make workers, producers and de- 
fenders of them. We visualized the attainment of 
independence as the ultimate goal, but in the process 
of the work we found that some power, some politi- 
cal means at our disposal, in addition to the financial 
means such as we possessed and in addition to the 
human energy that we were able to mobilize, were 
essential if we were to be able to make further 
headway. 

Today, in the face of a policy which is diametri- 
cally opposed to our aims, as well as in the face of 
the tinique chance for remaking the world which 
democratic victory in this war is going to bring about, 
we must put our case before the world in its entire 
magnitude. We must speak clearly as to what we 
believe should be done in Palestine. What we be- 
lieve is possible in Palestine, is to transplant there 
very large numbers of Jews, perhaps all the surviving 
Jews of Europe. We must speak in terms of millions. 
We must speak in terms of years, not decades. The 
thing must and can be done quickly, more quickly 
and on a larger scale than we thought possible ever 
before. 

Our experience in Palestine proves that. When we 
started our work in Palestine it was a poor, sparsely 
populated country. It was a country of emigration 
rather than of immigration. It was only the contact 
between the land-hungry, homeless Jew and his na- 
tive soil that worked the miracle of Jewish produc- 
tivity. It is not because the best Jews in the world 
went to Palestine that they were able to do there 
what they could not do anywhere else in the world. 
It was not because Palestine was the best or the rich- 
est country that the Jews succeeded there more than 
they did in any other country, but because Jews are 
the people made by Palestine, and because Palestine 
is the country which alone in the world is a place 
which the Jew can call his own. 

Our enterprise was laughed at, it was lightly dis- 
missed and rejected by people who pretended to be 
great economic experts. All this, they said, is artifi- 
cial, mere fancy, and it cannot lead to a great historic 
work of reconstruction. They argued that it was 
against the world trend to take a people of town 
dwellers and bring them back to the land: the gen- 
eral trend is a flight of people from the rural districts 
to the towns, and these people are trying to reverse 
the historic process. The general trend of migration 
is from poorer to richer countries, and these people 
are trying to set in motion a process of migration 
from rich countries into the poorest country imagin- 
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able. The trend of general human progress is in 
obedience to economic laws, and it is against those 
laws that people should base their lives not upon 
their economic interest, but upon some idea, some 
fancy, a remote recollection of their glorious past, 
or a very vague hope for the future. 

Not only has our experience in Palestine given the 
lie to all these prophesies and shallow dicta of would- 
be experts, but it is becoming more and more evident 
that the trends of world development.are pointing in 
the same direction. Under the complex condition of 
human life in the world today it is impossible to 
leave economics and social affairs to take care of 
themselves. Life must be organized and planned. 
At the root of that organization and planning there 
must be a national decision. A people, a nation, a 
class, any collective entity must ask itself: what do 
we want?—and it must plan accordingly. 

We are fully aware of the fact that we do not live, 
and act, in a vacuum. The world is a very compli- 
cated organism. We know how it affects our life in 
the countries where we are today, and we have 
learned from bitter experience how it affects our 
chances of re-establishment in our own country. But 
difficulties are there to be overcome, not to be over- 
looked or to run away from. One great difficulty 
facing us is that the country to which we are return- 
ing is not an empty space. That is the cruel penalty 
we are paying for having left that country. There is 
no such thing as empty space in the world today. 
The laws of pressure operate in human society as 
they do in the physical world, and the country which 
we left empty in the course of centuries became popu- 
lated. It is not fully filled, but still there is a con- 
siderable population there, belonging to a different 
people. It is perhaps natural for that population to 
resist our entry into Palestine, not to want to see Pales- 
tine change its familiar character. But we cannot 
help that. Our survival as a people, our rehabilita- 
tion as a nation are here at stake. The people who 
live in Palestine today, beside the Jews, are entitled 
to have their national aspirations recognized, but so 
are we; we are human beings, like other peoples on 
the face of the earth, and it is an elementary right 
of every human being to live in an environment that 
is congenial to him, to live together with his own 
people, speaking the same language, sharing the 
same feelings and shaping their environment in ac- 
cordance with their ideas and tastes. That right can- 
not be denied to us, and the only place where we 
can achieve the fulfillment of that right is Palestine. 
The Arab people inhabits vast and potentially rich 
countries, much richer than Palestine. The future and 
the national development of the Arab people are 
more secure than of many other peoples in the world, - 
apart from the Jews. No nation, no political unit 
achieves 100 percent of what it wants; even if the 
Arabs were to give up Palestine completely they 
would be achieving more than many other peoples, 
but they do not need to give Palestine up completely. 








We say that Palestine is our country, the only coun- 
try that is ours. That does not mean that the Arabs 
who have lived in Palestine for centuries past and to 
whom that country is a home in the real sense of the 
term, should be asked to give it up, to give up the 
feeling that they are at home there. We believe that 
Palestine is the one country where Jews as a people 
are destined to achieve their self-determination; we 
deny that Palestine is the one country in which the 
Arab people is destined to achieve its self-determina- 
tion. The Arabs as a people will achieve their self- 
determination in much larger territories and in much 
larger numbers than we shall ever have the chance 
of achieving in Palestine. However, the Arabs who 
live in Palestine are fully entitled to the preserva- 
tion of their character. That need not interfere with 
the attainment of our goal, of converting Palestine 
into a predominantly Jewish country. That should 
not and need not interfere with our aim to see Pales- 
tine as a whole established as a Jewish Common- 
wealth. 

What does it mean when we say, “we want Pales- 
tine established as a Jewish Commonwealth”? We 
want to bring as many Jews as possible into Palestine, 
and by that we shall certainly create there a Jewish 
majority. As we believe that this is the destiny of 
that country—because it is ours, and because there 
is no other to be the home of the Jewish people—we 
also believe that it is right and just that the policy of 
the government to be established there should be 
actively to promote that development, actively to 
make it possible for as many Jews as possible to settle 
in Palestine. The future of Palestine will forever be 
bound up with the future of the Jewish people in the 
sense that the Commonwealth which we want to see 
established in Palestine will be a Jewish Common- 
wealth. That does not mean that there will be, that 
there need be any discrimination, any difference as 
regards individual rights between Jews and Arabs. 
We cannot in one and the same breath claim equality 
for ourselves and deny equality to others. There 
must be a regime of complete equality of rights for 
all inhabitants of that country, but there must be a 
clear decision taken—a decision backed by the great 
powers, a decision which the conscience of the world 
should indorse—that this is the country where the 
Jews are to be given the fullest possible scope for 
working out their salvation, settling there in large 
numbers, striking roots in the soil, creating agricul- 
ture and industry, transport and commerce, and 
- culture, so that the imprint on Palestine should be 
mainly an imprint of a Jewish country, of a predomi- 
nantly Jewish country. That is the meaning of the 
term which we have launched into the world: a 
Jewish Commonwealth. 

We are facing a three-cornered struggle today. 
We have to struggle with the world at large, to 
create understanding and sympathy for our aims. 
We have to struggle with the world immediately 
around us, in Palestine; we have to resist local pres- 
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sure and to strengthen ourselves so as not to give in to 
that pressure. But we also have to conduct a struggle 
within our own ranks, among the Jewish people, and 
that last struggle is perhaps the most difficult of all. 
The struggle between brothers is always the most 
difficult and painful. We have to struggle with the 
assimilationism which dies hard; we have to struggle 
with Jewish cowardice, with Jews who are afraid to 
speak out as Jews, to face the world as Jews, to tackle 
the Jewish problem. We have to struggle even 
within Zionist ranks for the proper understanding of 
what the essence of Zionist policy should be at the 
present time, and that struggle is, again, world-wide. 
It has to be conducted in America, in England, and 
even in Palestine. 

It is difficult for a people not accustomed to act 
together suddenly to gather under one banner and 
accept one central discipline. We are a scattered 
people, everywhere a minority, and in the conditions 
of our life there is a very substantial measure of unity 
in Jewish ranks today. That does not mean, how- 
ever, that we can rest content with that measure of 
unity, and that we can give up the struggle against 
very dangerous deviations from our central path. 

Such deviations are manifest even in Palestine. A 
group of very important Jews in Palestine got to- 
gether and formulated a political program, entirely 
divergent from the official Zionist program which 
has been endorsed in Palestine and in other countries. 
This group says: we also want immigration, we also 
want settlement on the land, we also want freedom 
for the Jews in Palestine, but we can achieve it in a 
different way; we can achieve it if we are less ambi- 
tious in our political claims, if we do not proclaim 
that we want Palestine to become a Jewish Common- 
wealth; if we do not ask for immigration to be 
regulated by ourselves. 

What is the political program of these people? 
They say: Palestine should be a bi-national state; it 
should belong to both Jews and Arabs; Jews and 
Arabs must be on a footing of political equality, on 
a fifty-fifty basis. Some of them add: there must also 
be numerical parity—again the fifty-fifty formula— 
and they take upon themselves to assure us that that 
is what the other party will accept, if we make the 
offer, and that this can be a basis for reconciliation 
and for peaceful development. They also say: we 
must declare from the outset that we are in favor of 
Palestine becoming a part of a larger system or Fed- 
eration. They appeal to us: you are addressing your- 
selves to the world, but you should address yourselves 
to the Arabs. The conflict, they say, is not between 
you and the world, but between you and the Arabs; 
this is the problem which you must settle, and you 
are neglecting it. 

What should our answer to that be? We ought to 
expose the fallacies underlying this trend of thought. 
It is true that the conflict is between us and the 
Arabs; it is not true that the conflict is not between us 
and the world. It is true that we must do our utmost 











APRIL, 1943 


to find ways of living at peace with the Arabs; it is 
not true that we shall find those ways by excluding 
the world from the problem of our relations with the 
Arabs. Ours is a world problem. If there is a people 
whose situation is a world problem in the fullest 
sense of the term, it is the Jews, and the character 
of this world problem places a very heavy responsi- 
bility upon the international factors. It places a 
responsibility upon England, upon America, and 
upon Russia, and we cannot free the world from that 
responsibility; we must make it more and more con- 
scious of it, and the Arab world must know that ours 
is a world problem, and that the great powers are 
taking a very direct interest in it. They must be made 
to realize that this country of Palestine is not a pri- 
vate domain of the Arabs, but that as a consequence 
of history—something that cannot be changed—this 
country is a focus of all Jewish hopes, that the whole 
world regards that country as being the focus of all 
Jewish hopes, and that if they are to approach the 
problem realistically they must face the fact that 
Palestine is rooted in the consciousness of the world 
as a country which the Jewish people considers its 
own. 

By over-stressing the importance of the Arab fac- 
tor in our problem we are not paving the way to 
Jewish-Arab unity, we are not making Jewish-Arab 
peace more attainable. If the impression is created 
among the Arabs that the Jews depend primarily on 
their good will in order to achieve what they want in 
Palestine, then we stand very little chance of achiev- 
ing it. But if the Arabs learn that the whole world 
takes an interest in our problem, and that it is neces- 
sary for the world to solve the Jewish question, they 
will sooner or later adjust their policy to that new 
reality. It is a fallacy to suggest that we can offer the 
Arabs political peace on the basis of numerical parity 
with any hope of acceptance on their part. The Arab 
Nationalists fully realize the consequences that nu- 
merical equality between Jews and Arabs is likely to 
lead to; they are not prepared to agree to such a 
settlement unless it is imposed upon them by the 
world. 

But can we say: “We are prepared to guarantee 
that our numbers in Palestine will not rise beyond a 
certain point; we shall just become equal in numbers 
with you and then our growth will stop”? 

How can we bind a Jew to whom it will be a mat- 
ter of life and death to enter Palestine, who will 
know that there is room for him there, and that there 
is no room for him anywhere else in the world, how 
can we bind him by our political agreement today 
that he should honor this obligation of ours and not 
save himself? He will ask: “By what manner of right 
did you take such an obligation upon yourselves? 
How can you bind me? It is my country just as it is 
yours. How did you draw the line? How did you 
separate the Jewish people into two camps, the fortu- 
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nate ones who managed to get in before a certain 
figure was reached, and the unfortunate ones who 
happened to be too late and in whose face the doors 
were closed by a Jewish agreement?” 

This is an impossible undertaking, and it would not 
satisfy the Arabs either. Another fallacy is to offer a 
federation of Palestine and the neighboring countries 
as something that will bring about immediate Jewish- 
Arab agreement. We should certainly welcome a 
process of development which would bring us into 
closer and closer connection with the neighboring 
countries. But we envisage this process on the basis. 
of ourselves becoming numerous and strong in Pales- 
tine. It is only if we are numerous and strong that 
we can offer something important to the neighboring 
countries. 

Instead of agreeing in advance to a federation 
without knowing what kind of federation it is going 
to be, what we should say is: “We are most certainly 
prepared to consider any form of unity between 
Palestine and the neighboring countries which will 
not be contradictory to our basic interests. But we 
are already strong enough in Palestine to make it 
impossible for any other factor to decide the fate of 
Palestine without our consent, and therefore if the 
neighboring countries want a federation and they 
want Palestine included in that federation, they must 
provide such a scheme that would satisfy our basic 
interests. Otherwise we shall not take part in it, and 
if we do not take part in it, the whole scheme will 
not work.” 


If we talk that language, if we assume that atti- 
tude, only then can we achieve something. The Arab 
people around us must realize that a new reality has 
been created in Palestine which affects the neighbor- 
ing countries, that the over half a million Jews in 
Palestine form a compact and highly productive com- 
munity, which has shown what it can do in the 
present war, a community backed by the Jews the 
world over, with political friends the world over; a 
community which has chances of winning over the 
sympathy of the great powers for a major solution 
of the Jewish problem in Palestine. If therefore our 
homeland is needed as a part of that federation, Jews 
must be negotiated with. The question cannot be 
settled behind the backs of the Jews. Palestine can- 
not be handed over to the Arabs, over the heads of 
the Jews. The Jews are a party, and the most vitally 
interested party. If it is put on that plane, then per- 
haps there is hope for a political arrangement that 
will be satisfactory to all sides. The war will one day 
come to an end through the victory of the United 
Nations. The approach of victory is already stirring 
the conscience of the world, and an atmosphere will 
be created which will perhaps present a unique 
chance, one in many generations, if not in many cen- 
turies, to put our problem before the world. 
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RACIALISM IN OUR IMMIGRATION LAW 


by Taraknath Das 


I. 


ITH THE abolition of the African slave-trade 

within the British Empire the rising demand 
for cheap labor in the British colonies and the United 
States in the middle of the nineteenth century, Chin- 
ese labor was imported in large numbers and was in 
great favor in Australia and the United States, espe- 
cially in California. But very soon persecution of the 
Chinese began in Australia and the United States. 
The story of Chinese immigration into Australia is 
bloody and inhuman, and those who have read the 
story of Chinese immigration into the United States, 
as described by Mary Roberts Coolidge, Professor of 
Sociology at Stanford University, those who have a 
conscience and do not cherish a double standard of 
international morality must feel ashamed at the treat- 
ment accorded to the Chinese by the Americans. 


In 1868, when Mr. Seward, the prophet of “the 
Pacific Era,” was Secretary of State, the United States 
Government signed the famous Burlingame Treaty. 
In the preamble of this treaty the following funda- 
mental principle appeared: 

“The United States of America and the Emperor 
of China cordially recognize the inherent and inalien- 
able right of man to change his home and allegiance 
and also mutual advantage of the free immigration 
and emigration of their citizens and subjects respec- 
tively from one country to the other, for the purpose 
of curiosity, of trade or as permanent residents.” 

Article VII of the same treaty contained the fol- 
lowing pledge of most-favored nation treatment to 
be accorded to citizens of both countries: 


“Citizens of the United States visiting or residing 
in China shall enjoy the same privileges, immunities 
and exemptions in respect to travel or residence as 
may be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the 
most favored nations. And, reciprocally, the Chinese 
subjects visiting or residing in the United States shall 
enjoy the same privileges, immunities and exemp- 
tions in respect to travel or residence as may be en- 
joyed by the citizens of the most favored nations. 
But nothing herein contained shall be held to confer 
naturalization upon citizens of the United States in 
China or upon subjects of China in the United 
States.” 

To be sure, United States citizens in China en- 
joyed all the rights and privileges which were en- 
joyed by citizens or subjects of the most favored 
nations, such as French citizens or British subjects. 
But the Chinese subjects in the United States did not 
enjoy the rights guaranteed by the above article of 
the treaty; because they were not treated as were 
European nations, but were discriminated against. 


“From the Chinese standpoint, nothing has been 
more illogical and unwarrantable in the treatment 
of the Chinese in the United States than the denial 
of our treaty obligations to protect them.” 


“Almost from the first Orientals (Chinese) were 
subjected to discrimination and some physical abuse 
. . . Conditions became much worse in the early 
seventies (due to hard times) . . . Hoodlums, young 
and old, dumped his (Chinaman’s) freshly ironed 
laundry into the mire; set dogs upon him; stoned 
and kicked him; fired his house; put his priceless 
queue ‘under the scissors’ (‘chasing pig-tails’ was a 
favorite sport of adolescent rowdies) and even mur- 
dered him. In the courts he did not have a ‘China- 
man’s chance.’ He invariably came out on the short 
end—not infrequently the rope’s end.” 


This was the situation when the Burlingame 
Treaty was in force and when the anti-Chinese mob, 
under the leadership of Denis Kearney and others 
started the movement for the exclusion of the Chin- 
ese from the United States. At first the United States 
authorities—the Executive branch and Congress— 
ignored the pressure; but in 1888 the so-called Scott 
Act, prohibiting Chinese immigration for ten years, 
was passed by the United States Congress and signed 
by President Cleveland, in direct violation of treaty 
obligations, as a means of securing the Pacific Coast 
labor vote in the Presidential election.” 


In 1892, before the presidential election, another 
law was passed, further restricting Chinese immigra- 
tion. This too was against the spirit of the then exist- 
ing treaty. Later on the Chinese Exclusion Act was 
enacted. It may be said that the Government of the 
United States regarded the Immigration Question 
merely as an internal affair of the United States and 
therefore it felt that it had the right to exclude the 
Chinese or others. Nobody questions the sovereign 
right of the United States to enact laws to preserve 
national security and the national interest, but the 
point is that the laws excluding the Chinese were en- 
acted while immigrants from Europe were invited. 
“The history of Chinese Immigration to the United 
States, however interpreted, constantly returns to 
two considerations: violation of treaty stipulations 
by legislation, and the extension of legislation by 
official regulation.” 


1“Chinese Immigration,” by Mary Roberts Coolidge. New York: 
Henry Holt, 1909. 

*Ibid., p. 491. 

°“A Diplomatic History of the American People,” by Prof. Thomas 
A. Bailey. New York: Crofts, 1940, p. 429. 

*“American Diplomacy in the Orient,” by Hon. John W. Foster. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1904, page 301. 
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Il. 


Chinese exclusion from the United States and the 
British Dominions—Ausftralia, South Africa, Canada 
and New Zealand,—Japenese exclusion from these 
parts of the world and Asian exclusion as a whole 
has various aspects, one of which is the racial imper- 
ialism of the Anglo-American powers which has 
held and still holds the peoples of Asia as their infer- 
iors. It should be noted that this is not preached 
openly as the Nazis do it; but it is practiced just the 
same in matters pertaining to granting equal rights 
to immigration and citizenship. There is no self- 
respecting Asian who does not resent this discrimin- 
atory attitude of the Anglo-American powers. The 
Chinese, who are at the present time fighting as allies 
of the United Nations, resent it bitterly, but they do 
not generally express their feelings for public con- 
sumption. Well informed American scholars think 
that this question is far from settled, and in 1928 
Prof. Emory S. Bogardus sounded the following 
warning: 

“Chinese Immigration is not settled yet .. . 
America’s treatment of the Chinese immigration 
question is so unfair and performed in such a terrible 
manner that it cannot but cause bitterness in the 
hearts of proud and thinking and—if you will— 
merely self-respecting Chinese. At present (1928) 
China is in a state of internal dissention; so much so 
that she cannot pay adequate attention to her inter- 
national affairs. For this reason and because China 
has always been a nation of easy-going peace-lovers, 
little protest has been made against the unfair treat- 
ment given her people. The time will undoubtedly 
come (however far off it may be) when China’s 
strength will be.so great or at least so established, 
that her demands for fairer play must be met by con- 
structive efforts and clear thinking instead of by the 
careless and thoughtless present method.” 

Chinese seamen serving on American or other 
ships, while in American ports, were not allowed to 
land, but used to be kept under surveillance on board 
ship to make sure that they do not land on the sacred 
soil of this “God’s country.” Of course, the fear was 
that they might seek to jump ship, as they were being 


‘underpaid. However, through the efforts of Pearl 


Buck, Senator Elbert D. Thomas of Utah and others, 
this restriction has been recently removed and the 
minimum wage scale for American sailors serving on 
American ships is now applicable to the Chinese sail- 
ors as well. The time will yet come when Indian sea- 
men are treated as are the Chinese seamen in the 
United States. But this will not happen until India 
is free; because the British authorities will be the last 
to fight for the equal rights of Indians. 


Il. 
The question of political imperialism is also in- 
volved in the exclusion of Asians from the Anglo- 


*“Immigration and Race Attitudes,” Y Emory S. Bogardus. New 
York: D. C. Heath, 1928, page 61. 
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American world. As things stand today, there are 
indications that the peoples of the North American 
continent are determined to continue the policy of 
exclusion of Asians and discrimination against them. 
In the name of a common economic policy, foreign 
policy and defense policy, the principle of exclusion 
may be used further against the Asians, so that the 
vast South American continent will be kept open 
exclusively for expanding white populations and im- 
migrants from Europe and North America. We 
know that Africa is reserved as the white man’s 
future field of exploitation; and therefore Asian im- 
migration is not only discouraged but legally pro- 
hibited. The tyranny of the color-bar against the 
Asian in Africa is intolerable. Asian British subjects 
are not welcomed in the African parts of the British 
Empire. All Asians— Indians, Chinese, Japanese 
and others—are victimized by discriminaton.’ Mr. 
Hallett Abend informs us in his thoughtful book 
that Australians are not going to give up their “white 
Australia policy,” but are planning to strengthen 
their position of “white supremacy” by inviting white 
immigrants from the United States so that Australia, 
with the aid of those powers opposed to Asian immi- 
gration, will be‘able to keep the peoples of Asia away 
from the sparsely populated Australian continent.’ 


It is needless to add that in the Anglo-American 
world, especially in the United States, Asians are not 
allowed to become naturalized as citizens. The 
American naturalization law allows only “white 
persons” and “persons of African birth and African 
nativity” to become United States citizens through 
naturalization. Will continuance of these discrimin- 
atory immigration and naturalization policies against 
the Asians on purely racial grounds help bring about 
solidarity among the United Nations and a new 
World Order? As the western nations, in spite of 
their conflicting interests, were in the past united in 
their objective of expanding their control over Asia, 
so the peoples of Asia, in spite of their differences, 
may unite in an effort to secure human equality. 
This may not come tomorrow, but continued injus- 
tice and discrimination will lead to the consolidation 
of a common front among the Asian peoples. 


IV. 
_ What should be done to avoid such a develop- 
ment and to bring about better understanding be- 
tween the Asian peoples -and the United States? To 
be sure, the United States has the right to enact laws 


‘restricting immigration and framing its naturaliza- 


tion policies, but there must not be any discrimina- 
tion against the Asians because of their race and 
color. Therefore, the present Chinese Exclusion'Law, 
nay Asian Exclusion Law, should be amended and the 
quota system applied to the Chinese, Indian, Japan- 
ese and other Asian peoples, as it is being done re- 
garding European immigration to the U. S. A. By 
doing so, one hundred to two hundred Asian nation- 
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als will be able to immigrate annually into the 
United States; that will not destroy American civili- 
zation. The right to acquire citizenship should not 
be denied to Asian peoples, but, if necessary the 
standard for naturalization should be raised for all 
peoples. In this connection some dangerous agita- 
tion has been started in the United States that 
American-born orientals should not only be deprived 
of their citizenship, but a constitutional amendment 
should be passed so that persons born in the United 
States of oriental parents will be ineligible for citizen- 
ship. This is dangerous racialism, in no way different 
from the Nazi race philosophy. It should also be 
noted that American-born Japanese have been treated 
differently in the United States during this war than 
have Americans of German or Italian descent, who 
have acquired their citizenship through naturaliza- 
tion. This has been noted by the Chinese as well as 
the rest of the Asians. There is some indication, 
though, that this discriminatory policy towards 
orientals born in the United States is being aban- 
doned, even by allowing certain American-born 
Japanese to bear arms for the United States. 

Abolition of extra-territorial jurisdiction in China 
or in any other Asian land means that the special 
privileges enjoyed by citizens or subjects of certain 
Powers are abolished. This means the enforcement 
of equality before the laws of the land for all men 
irrespective of race or color. But the same thing 
must come in the lands of the white men, where 
Chinese, Indians and others are discriminated against 
by legislation. To make a start in this direction, let 
us change our anti-Chinese laws in the United States 
now. 

In this connection, it is most gratifying to note 
that Congressman Hon. Martin J. Kennedy of New 
York City, on February 17, 1943, has introduced a 
bill “to grant to the Chinese Rights of Entry to the 
United States and Rights of Citizenship.” Section 2 
of this bill provides that “Chapter 7 of the title 8 of 
the United States Code Annotated, known as the 
Chinese Exclusion Act, is hereby repealed.” It fur- 
ther provides that the right to become naturalized 
citizens of the United States be extended to the 
Chinese.” It remains to be seen what kind of consid- 
eration this bill will receive from the American law- 
makers and statesmen, who have been so profuse in 
admiring the Chinese people as our ally and con- 
ferring honorary citizenships of New York, Bos- 
ton and other cities on Madam Chiang Kai-shek, 
who, according to existing American law, cannot be 
naturalized as an American citizen. 


*“The Tyranny of Colour,” by P. S. Joshi. Durban (South Africa), 
1942. 


™Ramparts of the Pacific,” by Hallett Abend. New York, 1942, 
p. 114. 

*See Congressional Record — Proceedings & Debates of the 78th 
Congress in the House of Representatives, Wednesday, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1943, 
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Reflections on Sociology of the Jews 


by Werner J. Cahnman 


I 


A SOCIOLOGY of the Jews does not yet exist. To 

be sure, many scattered efforts are to be found 
in the field of social history and some in the field of 
sociology proper, but nothing which would in the 
least be equal to the traditional fields of Biblical and 
Talmudic studies, the Hebrew language and general 
Jewish history. The praiseworthy work of the “Con- 
ference on Jewish Relations” and the “Yiddish Scien- 
tific Institute” notwithstanding, we have no central 
institution of Jewish social studies as a common 
enterprise of all groups of American Jewry. What 
we do have in the way of a serious scholarly effort 
is still too much connected with the “Science of 
Judaism” of bygone days. In other words, the “Science 
of Judaism,” brought forth at the time of Grimm’s 
Fairy Tales, when philological methods alone were 
used in exploring the newly discovered phenomena of 
the “folk”, has not progressed along the line of the 
expanding social sciences, has scarcely made use of 
personal documents from the rank and file of com- 
mon Jewry, has only in rare instances availed itself 
of the insights of psycho-analysis and social psychol- 
ogy, and has not employed at all the categories of the 
sociology of knowledge. 


We have no system of a sociology of the Jews 
although the challenge is obvious. Nine out of ten 
Jews, whether they are West-siders or Standard- 
Clubbers, working men or college students, Sisterhood 
members or Hadassah girls, if indeed they show a 
Jewish interest at all, ask for an explanation of social 
phenomena, be it Kvatzot in Palestine or anti- 
Semitism in U.S.A., Hitler’s treatment of the Jews or 
the possibilities of migration, the problems of the 
Jewish family or the complexities of professional 
adjustment. A good deal of historical and statistical 
research, to be sure, has been done in recent decades 
but comparison, typology, and integration have been 
largely conspicuous by their absence. The presupposi- 
tion to a historical sociology of the Jews, namely a 
comprehensive economic and social history of the 
Jews, exists only im torst. Thus, Mordecai M. Kap- 
lan’s “Judaism as a Civilization” had to be written 
while its very foundation was still lacking. Salo W. 
Baron’s “Social and Religious History of the Jews” 
bears a programmatic title but it is, obviously, a his- 
tory and not a sociology. The publications of statisti- 
cians and social workers, on the other hand, are too 
often deprived of any Jewish content and, even worse, 
a goodly number of them are written in order to prove 
that there is no Jewish content in Jewish phenomena. 
Arthur Ruppin’s many subsequent editions of his 
original book “The Jews of To-day” contain no 
sociology but only a demography. They present valu- 


able material on population trends and finish off with 
an apotheosis of the Zionist party line but show at the 
same time that a positivistic philosophy, by its very 
nature, is incapable of coping with the complexities of 
cultural interaction. Achad Ha-am has probably 
penetrated deeper into the core of the matter than any 
other writer in the last few decades, although in a 
rather casual way. The core of the matter is social- 
psychological. Hence only a “Sociology of Under- 
standing” will be adequate to the task. 


Il. 


To understand a phenomenon, we need a case his- 
tory. Why is it, we have then to ask, that a sociology 
of the Jews has emerged into consciousness only as a 
result of the emancipation of the Jews? Why is it 
that the generations of the exile felt no need to study 
the social body of the Jewish people in any intensive 
way? Psalm 51 may provide an answer. The Psalm- 
ist pleads after the destruction of the Temple: “Do 
good in thy good pleasure unto Zion; build thou the 
walls of Jerusalem” and he concludes: “Then shalt 
thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, 
with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then 
shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.” These 
lines show clearly that the exile was conceived of as 
a brief spell of transition between a glorious past and 
a shining future. The actual existence of the Jewish 
people bore the mark of reality only inasmuch as it 
proceeded in the light of the Covenant of the Lord 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. The content of that 
Covenant was the sole object of studies; the Torah, 
enshrining the magic rapport between the people and 
the country, was the only reality. The glory of the 
Lord, it was believed, was exiled together with the 
people but it was also believed that the house of the 
Lord was to be re-erected soon—“‘speedily in our life- 
time.” Within such a frame of reference, the im- 
portance of the here and now receded while the 
designs of the Temple buildings and the rules of the 
Temple service were to be studied as if the Temple 
were still in existence. “Realia,” to speak in terms of 
medieval philosophy, prevailed over “Nominalia” 
in that state of mind. “Realism” in that sense, hardly 
believable as it may seem to contemporary American 
readers, denotes a point of view which holds that 
ideas are “real” while “nominalism” indicates that 
they are considered to be “names” only. 


Our time, as we know, does not believe in the 
reality of ideas and certainly not in an Anglo-Saxon 
environment. From William of Occam to Bacon and 
Bentham, and from Adam Smith to Darwin and 
Dewey, mere facts and pure action, which had repre- 
sented but incomplete “appearances” to a Platonic 
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point of view, have been enhanced to a quasi-divine 
dignity and as a result churches and sects strive to 
develop into so many social agencies. Under the 
impact of such a development Jewish allegiance either 
tends to be discarded entirely or the Jewish people 
itself, without any sanctification through a Covenant, 
becomes the object of faith and veneration. Many a 
Jewish boy or girl, their reluctance to attend religious 
services notwithstanding, stands at a street corner and 
devotes his time and effort to the cause of the Jewish 
National Fund. 
Il. 

This is why a sociology of the Jews will open the 
gates to a new conception of Jewish life and learning. 
Yet, the road is beset with difficulties. A sociology con- 
ceived of as “Volkskunde” should be a sincere self- 
exploration of the folk-mind and thus contribute to 
communal morale. But here lies the stumbling block 
of our efforts. 

The problems of a Biblical sociology, to be sure, 
are but the general problems of secularization. Prot- 
estant “Bibelkritik,” as we know, blasted the path to 
Agnosticism by trying to show that there was no true 
religious content in what they called the “Old Testa- 
ment.” Jewish writers, however, did not meet the 
challenge even there and defended untenable posi- 
tions stubbornly instead of talking the language of 
the time. Yet, it would have presented not too diffi- 
cult a task to use the “Yetzer Ha-ra” of analytical 
science and to put it into the service of a sacred 
history. A sociology of the Bible, while leading to 
a relativistic attitude as to values if employed by 
positivists, can make the faithful meet the God of 
reality along the desert trails, among the shepherds 
of the mountains, and around the corners of the field 
if employed by believers. The lives of heroes and 
saints and all the passions of a great history shine out 
all the more forcefully upon a colorful stage. 

But why not proceed further along the same line? 
Why not try to reconstruct the folk-life of ancient 
times out of Talmudic discussions? Why not attempt 
to discover the clash of interests behind the decrees of 
Ferdinand and Isabella, behind the pogroms of 
Chmelnitzky and the regulations of German princes 
as well as behind the deadly tensions of our own 
time? Why not unveil the motives of the parties in- 
volved in a dispassionate way? Why is it that some 
of us close the first chapter of Jewish history with 
Simon bar-Kochba to open the second one only with 
Pinsker and Herzl? The answer seems to be obvious. 
- We are afraid to expose our pupils to the humilia- 
tions of the exile lest we uproot the tender sprouts of 
self-assurance in unproved generations. We shrink 
from revealing the divergencies between the ideology 
of an original folk-community and the reality of an 
outcast appendix to a diversified societal structure. 
We feel that Jewish economic activities, important as 
they are, appear time and again as trabantic and para- 
sitical, Jewish politics too often forced down into the 
lowlands of opportunism and corruption, Jewish 
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thought as the rationalization of impotence. Finally, 
if we attempt, as scholars and teachers, to open up 
our own time by the technique of “understanding,” 
what can we offer honestly and sincerely but the 
helpless hopes of Utopian leaders and the over- 
whelming mass catastrophe of starvation and extinc- 
tion? 

No wonder that the fields of a Jewish social his- 
tory and a Jewish sociology, until recently, have 
largely been left to Gentile scholarship and propa- 
ganda. The image of the Jew bore a commercial 
likeness to the Gentile competitor, customer, and 
observer while Jewish thought shied away from 
loathsome occupational activities into the sheltered 
realm of the study. Christian authors both before 
and after emancipation directed their attention to the 
shortcomings of Jewish social life such as usury and 
“Hehlerrecht,” peddling and begging, the parcelling 
of estates and the broking of pawns, and finally to the 
agglomeration of money power in the hands of priv- 
ileged court-Jews and bourgeois capitalists. The 
Jews, however, evaded the issue and believed to have 
parried the stroke by talking about the inalienable 
rights of man, the spirit of the prophets, and the eter- 
nal commandments of Sinai. It was as late as 1860, 
when sociological studies had already taken root in 
England and France and made their appearace even 
in Germany, that Heinrich Graetz declared post- 
Biblical Jewish history to be a “Geistes- und Leidens- 
geschichte” only. It may partly have been a residuum 
from the, philosophically speaking, “realistic” mental 
habits of the Middle Ages which made him proceed 
along that line. Largely, however, if subconsciously, 
his procedure was dictated by the needs of apolo- 
getics as he, and his contemporaries, sensed them. 
The very “Science of Judaism,” as may be seen from 
Leopold Zunz’s work, has been born of apologetic 
desire. 

IV. 

It is this preoccupation with apologetics of which 
the “Science of Judaism” has to get rid of. In doing 
so, however, the difficulties which are presented by 
the character of the sources upon which a sociology 
of the Jews can draw must not be overlooked. They 
are fourfold: the sources are widely scattered and 
split into many languages; constant migrations ham- 
per the fixing of local types so that mixed types 
appear which are hard to describe; sources are con- 
stantly exposed to destruction—which, incidentally, 
should make it a duty for Jewish institutions to gather 
personal documents such as letters, diaries, photos, 
and genealogies in time and to encourage autobiogra- 
phical writing; finally and chiefly, existing sources 
are not properly utilized because their owners, or the 
sponsors in general, are afraid of publicity—auntil, 
indeed,—the anti-Semites take care of unused docu- 
ments and present them in a distorted fashion. 

With that statement—which should be repeated 
over and over again—we have arrived at the core of 
the core of the complexities of a sociology of the 
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Jews. Achad Ha-am was right when he spoke about 
“Slavery in Freedom.” The fear of anti-Semitism has 
established itself as the prime motor of Jewish 
thought and sentiment; it has become the paramount 
power of Jewish life. Fear has induced Jewish spon- 
sors to assist all sorts of research and social improve- 
ment, including even the promotion of Biblical 
knowledge and the activities of Jewish charities, but 
to neglect Jewish education and to nip any attempt 
at Jewish social studies in the bud. Fear has made 
Jewish money an easy prey to politicians who prom- 
ised to extinguish anti-Semitism root and branch if 
they only got paid for it. Fear has rendered every 
line of Jewish writing apologetic, hampered Jewish 
scholarship consciously or unconsciously, and on top 
of it, as fear always does, has been the worst of all 
advisors in the struggle for life. 

It is the very essence of fear that it tends to exag- 
gerate and to distort the object of fear and, by thus 
losing all sense of perspective, renders itself incap- 
able of any effective defense. The fear of anti-Semit- 
ism is no exception to the rule. To many Jews, anti- 
Semitism appears in the image of the ferocious beast 
that haunted their childhood dreams. In view of this 
beast, their policy seems to be a twofold one: to 
induce the great white father in Washington to sup- 
press the image of the beast while they themselves, 
at the same time, try to placate the still existent beast 
by hiding. Both procedures, however, must of neces- 
sity make the beast more ferocious as a simple psy- 
chological deliberation can show. By suppressing the 
verbalization of anti-Semitism a mere symptom is 


cured and the disease is driven underground. The , 


very success of suppression indicates but a Pyrrhic 
victory which is only to postpone defeat. Even more 
serious are the consequences of a policy of conceal- 
ment. Such a policy bears the repulsive mark of in- 
sincerity and, by disregarding the social-psychological 
nature of the problem, defies its own ends. 

If, in fact, fear of the beast were not to distort our 
vision, we would recognize that the beast itself is 
dominated by fear and, even more so, that its very 
ferociousness is a result of fear. It is the fear of a 
hidden foe, a smart devil, as we might call him, who 
directs his arrows from an ambush. The image with 
which the Jewish people has been the image of the 
out the ages of the exile has been the image of the 
“Wandering Jew.” The “Wandering Jew” is the 
symbol of a people without a country who, in addi- 
tion, posed as the preacher of an abstract God—both 
of which has appeared as a monstrous abnormality to 
the mind of peasant peoples and their urban descend- 
ants. The Jews have been conceived of as the de- 
stroyers of the baalim of the hills, the killers of 
Christ, the captives of the Roman Emperor, and the 
exiled wanderers on all the highroads of this globe. 
Moreover, their economic function must have en- 
forced and reinforced this deeprooted conception 
again and again. The moneylender and the pawn- 
broker, the real estate dealer and the banker, the 
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journalist and the jurist did not seem to earn their 
livelihood by easily recognizable means while the 
Jewish workingman was overlooked. All the antag- 
onisms that slumber in the primitive mind against 
the representatives of an impersonal money economy 
were evoked and soilways opposed to moneyways, 
emotion to reason. The literature of all ages and 
peoples, fairy-tale and folklore, form but one magic 
mirror which reflects of selfishness and 
cowardice a thousang/fimes. Imthe I9th century, the 
name of Rothschild/be@ame a legend. Finally, in our 
days, the “Protocols af the’ Elders of. Zion” summat- 
ized the symbol of andering: Jew™ picturing ; 
him again as the smart 
night the conquest of an u 






The lesson which such a | deliberans 
should be clear. If our analysis is correct, theh cir- 
cumlocution, concealment, and disguise alongside 
attempted influence on government measures by all 
conceivable means short of direct and visible action, 
must inevitably reinforce existing fears and arouse 
new suspicions. Despite good intentions to have 
antagonisms disappear, such conduct cannot but 
strengthen them beyond all bounds. 

This sounds terrifying enough but the intention of 
this paper is by no means to dismiss the reader with a 
shudder of fright. Fortunately, it is not entirely true, 
as Heinrich Heine has put it, that “false friends are 
watching the gates of Israel from outside while their 
indoor keepers are foolishness and fear.” There are 
still true leaders to be found among so many false 
prophets and it is only up to us to listen to them. We 
are quoting but one of them, the late Chief Rabbi of 
Rome, Angelo Sacerdoti. Here is what he said: 

I understand fully the misgivings of those 
who ate hostile to the World Jewish Congress. 
How can you dare, they ask, to confirm the 
slanders circulated among our enemies about 
the alleged Jewish International and its weird 
and mysterious dangers? How can you support 
them by creating an international body? To 
this question I answer: It is precisely for this 
reason that the World Jewish Congress is neces- 
sary! Since the whole world believes this myth, 
and is fully persuaded, no matter what we may 
say or do, that the Jews are directed by an inter- 
national organization, our only possible course 
is to establish that organization, to make its pro- 
ceedings public, rather than let it be believed 
that it is secret and suspect. When the World 
Jewish Congress will be a reality and will make 
its aims clear to the world, our enemies will be 
forced to recognize the worth and sincerity of 
our intentions. 

We must not share the rabbinical optimism of 
Sacerdoti’s conclusion in order to agree with him that 
we can erect a counter-symbol to the symbol of the 
wanderer on all highroads, the plotter in the dark. 
Yet, the open proceedings of a Congress, as already 











16 





New York’s Eleventh Annual 


THIRD 
SEDER 


Dedicated to the Heroic 
Jewish Pioneers in Palestine 


Saturday Eve, April 24th, 1943 


HOTEL ASTOR 


Grand Ballroom e Belvedere Ballroom 


HOTEL COMMODORE 


Grand Ballroom 


5,000 friends of the Histadrut will gather 
to celebrate the ancient Freedom Festival 
and pledge solidarity with the modern 
vanguard of Jewish liberation. 


Guest tickets available for co-workers of 
the Histadrut Campaign, and contributors 
of $25.00 or more. 


A rich program of outstanding speakers. 


Special Passover Spectacle 


Message of Eljah 


Last date for reservation: April 16th 


NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE 
FOR PALESTINE 


275 Seventh Avenue New York, N. Y. 














JEWISH FRONTIER 


conceived of by Herzl, are only part of it. The might- 
iest counter-symbol that has been erected in our days 
is the upbuilding of Palestine. There have been few 
Gentiles who have heard the story of the Kvutzot who 
have not been impressed by it. But the effect on the 
Jewish mind has been even deeper. I have seen chil- 
dren in a Reform Temple who never thought and 
probably never will think of going to Palestine them- 
selves, clasping their hands in joy when they saw one 
simple slide in a Palestinian movie: a boy and a girl 
harvesting in the fields of the homeland. 


VI. 


All this and more along the same line means a 
great step toward the cure of the Jewish mind. But it 
still falls short of the whole job. The truth of the 
matter is that the story of the Kvutzot cannot be 
understood but on the background of a rotten specu- 
lation in land and a ruthless exploitation of labor 
which has been growing up at the same time. The 
truth is that the type of the Chalutz as the embodi- 
ment of cooperation and sacrifice cannot be appreci- 
ated except on the background of competition and 
selfishness to which it is contrasted. Not even in 
Palestine can we shy away from the shortcomings of 
the Galut and, naturally, this holds even more true 
in the countries of the dispersion. While in former 
times the existence of the Jewish people provoked 
outside pressure, it is now outside pressure which 
provokes Jewish consciousness. We act not as free- 
men but as freed slaves. Our every movement is but 
a reflex conditioned by the movements of the beast 
that has cast its spell upon us. It happened in the 
same Reform Temple I mentioned above that boys 
and girls, when discussing Milton Mayer’s conspicu- 
ous article in the Saturday Evening Post, would first 
and foremost formulate their statements not as to 
whether or to what extent the author was right or 
wrong but as to whether or not “he should have said 
it.” Too many of us suppress wholesome self-criticism 
not because they feel it was not justified but because 
they fear it might furnish weapons to our haters. They 
do not dare to face the truth and yet, at the same time, 
they accept unwittingly the charges which are made 
against them. This explains their pathological touch- 
iness. 


VIL. 


It is to be concluded that a fearlessly honest sociol- 
ogy and psychology of the Jews presents a challenge 
which must be met. It seems to be deep beneath the 
dignity of a people which has been tested in innu- 
merable realities to assume that their seeking youth 
could not stand the impact of facts. One must never 
and in no way lie in the face of youth. They soon see 
through a pleasing illusion and as a result, they are 
led to disappointment; and disappointment, in turn, 
is but an angel of annunciation foreshadowing des- 
pair and wild escape. We are suspended, as it were, 
between a self-deception which is the heritage only 
of fools and that abysmal shock which is to shake 
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sooner or later those who have not been prepared in 
time to see eye to eye with undisguised reality. To 
steer clear of both these dangers we surely need 
subtle therapeutists with a carefully trained ability of 
understanding. It is up to them to unveil the actual 
position of the historical partners and thus to take 
the poison out of the prejudiced passions of the past 
as well as of the present. In that sense, we can ex- 
pose to our youngsters the humiliations of the exile 
and the dimmings of this time of twilight without 
harboring even the shadow of fear that they might 
develop the “most-persecuted-people complex” for 
lack of a deeper insight. A sociology of the Jews will 
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make them understand anti-Semitism not as a mon- 
ster that ought to be bought off but as a conflict situ- 
ation to which they have to be equal. They will 
learn to see behind the distortions of a Galut-exist- 
ence the miracle of endurance—sustained, as it has 
been since time immemorial, by the promise of re- 
demption. They will know, however, that redemp- 
tion depends on us; the very discrepancy between 
ideal and reality will stir them to their task. On that 
still distant day, our rebirth movement will have 
reached its goal: Self Emancipation from serfdom to 
freedom—"me-avdut le-cherut.” 


ANOTHER PROJECT FADES OUT 


(The Brookings Institution Report on the Dominican Settlement) 
by Abraham Revusky 


| INVESTIGATING the prospects of a coloniza- 
tion project the needs, abilities, attitude and cul- 
tural level of the people who will have to carry it 
through must be studied just as meticulously as the 
geographic and climatic conditions of the country 
where that project is being undertaken. Coloniza- 
tion, as every activity concerned with human beings, 
greatly depends for its success on the human element 
with which it deals. To study a colonization project 
without a deep understanding of the type of people 
who are to become its objects means to miss the main 
factor in its eventual success or failure. 

This is the reason why the book on “Refugee Set- 
tlement in the Dominican Republic,” issued by the 
Brookings Institution in Washington, must be ap- 
proached with a great deal of skepticism. Would the 
initiators of the Dominican colonization be interested 
in a truly competent survey of the project, they 
would primarily entrust it to experts who had prac- 
tical experience in settling Jews in other parts of the 
world. Insisting, however, on their “non-partisan” 
disguise they preferred an investigation conducted by 
the Brookings Institution with the means granted by 
the Falk Foundation in Pittsburgh. The result is a 
kind of a “Simpson Report” on the Dominican Set- 
tlement. It is just as narrow-minded and lacking in 
vision and understanding as that ill-famed survey of 
the British expert who could not find any possibilities 
of Jewish settlement in Palestine as early as 1930. 
Since, the Jewish community of Palestine has in- 
creased three-fold with a resulting improvement in 
the Arab standards of living, and only the artificial 
restrictions of immigration prevented a still quicker 
tempo of growth... 

As it is, the report of the Brookings Institution is 
disastrous for the Dominican project. Should its 
judgment be accepted as final, the best its initiators 
can do is to liquidate the project as soon as possible. 
Probably some of the 472 settlers already established 


in Sosua, the first colony of the Dominican project, 
could be transferred to other countries of Latin 
America, and the others may find some occupation 
in the few cities of the Dominican Republic. To go 
on with the colonization it would require, according 
to the survey, at least $4,000 per “agricultural unit,” 
which in this case would mean $2,000 per person— 
excluding the cost of land and transportation. Such a 
considerable expenditure without definite prospects 
for the future would be a waste of public money. To 
indulge in such an expense there must be at least the 
probability that after the initial efforts spent on it the 
settlement would be able to accommodate a larger 
number of refugees by developing an absorptive 
capacity of its own. The Brookings investigators 
categorically deny the existence of such prospects. 
They are convinced that the projected settlement 
must almost entirely be based on agriculture, and 
further colonization will require about the same. ef- 
fort and expenditure, as the modest achievement up 
to now. Under such circumstances the continuation 
of the project appears to be a doubtful undertaking. 

According to the investigators, the Dominican Re- 
public could by no means accept the 100,000 refu- 
gees who should be settled there according to the 
original plan. They were able to find only twelve 
areas where communities consisting of 300 agricul- 
tural units each could be established. This, according 
to their calculation, would involve a settlement of 
5,000 refugees and this is the maximum of assistance 
the country could offer to the solution of the great 
refugee problem (Page 328). 

Still more: The authors of the survey are in doubt 
whether the colonization should be continued even 
on such a modest scale. They clearly indicate that 
they prefer “limitation of effort to existing num- 
bers,” because “the existing refugee population has 
not yet been digested” . . . “As now organized and 
constituted the colony will require strong financial 
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support for an indefinite period. The war stoppage 
of refugee immigration, tragic though it be, at least 
provides an opportunity for a reorientation of ap- 
proach and reorganiaztion of method.” (Page 332) 

The method used by the Brookings investigators 
in arriving at their death sentence on the Dominican 
Project closely reminds me of the calculations of the 
above-mentioned Simpson Report. In both cases we 
are confronted with the same stubborn adherence to 
existing conditions without any effort to envision 
their possible modification by a large influx of pro- 
gressive and economically alert settlers.. In other 
words, the reporters look upon the country from a 
purely static point of view without taking into con- 
sideration at least a moderate dynamic development. 
They report, for instance, that the arable area of the 
Dominican Republic amounts to 3,000,000 acres out 
of a total 12,370,000 acres. They further classify 
1,500,000 acres as suitable for ranging and another 
1,500,000 as suitable for tree crops, 4,000,000 as 
forests and 2,000,000 acres as arid areas unfit for 
cultivation. That some of the Dominican forests 
could be uprooted and become good farm land did 
not enter into the range of their calculations. Like- 
wise, they did not take into consideration the proba- 
bility that a part of the arid land could be brought 
under intensive cultivation by irrigation works. In 
calculating the area of land available for the present 
agricultural population of the Republic and its prob- 
able natural increase, they take into consideration 
only the land arable at the present stage of agricul- 
tural technology prevalent in the Dominican Repub- 
lic. But even if one adheres to this narrow point of 
view one should not forget that tree crops, if prop- 
erly handled, also require a number of working 
hands. And is there a divine law that the Dominican 
Republic must remain forever a purely agricultural 
country without even a moderate industrial develop- 
ment which would attract some of the man-power 
now occupied on its farms? And could not Jewish 
refugees with their economic background and indus- 
trial abilities become instrumental in such a develop- 
ment which might lift the Dominican Republic as a 
whole from its present status of poverty, backward- 
ness and stagnation? 

I do not believe, however, that the authors of the 
Brookings report are solely to blame for this lack of 
vision. The responsibility for such an economically 
sterile point of view must be equally shared by the 
philanthropists who are directing the Dominican 
Settlement and by the benevolent but narrow-minded 
rulers of the country who cooperated—with the best 
of intentions—in this undertaking. None of them 
dared to consider the settlers a beneficial factor in the 
dynamic growth of a backward country and all of 
them expected the refugees to base their existence 
exclusively on the products of their own soil and 
avoid any broader contact with the general economy 
of the country. As an instance of this conception the 
settlers, under the agreement with the Dominican 
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Republic, are forbidden to engage in any activity 
which competes with native enterprises of a similar 
nature (Page 317). Had such restrictions been im- 
posed in the United States about two generations 
ago, the Jewish immigrants here could never have 
developed the great clothing and fur industries of 
this country; there were certainly some tailors and 
furriers in America before the beginning of a Jewish 
mass immigration. And could the Jewish pioneers 
of Palestine in the face of such a reactionary limita- 
tion of their constructive activities revolutionize the 
whole economy of the country, greatly benefitting 
by that its Arab population as well? 

On the other hand, it seems to be true that the 
human element selected for the start of the Domin- 
ican settlement does not approach in quality the 
idealistic and strong-willed pioneers of Palestine, 
and it is likewise not a match to the sturdy, alert, ex- 
tremely energetic and industrious men who formed 
the backbone of the Jewish immigration into America 
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. While 
the Brookings investigators did not go deeply enough 
into the study of the people destined to become the 
founders of the Dominican Settlement, their occa- 
sional remarks on this subject seem to confirm pre- 
vious rumors as to the unfortunate selection of the 
Dominican “pioneers.” 

These lines must not be construed as deprecating 
the qualities of the Jewish refugees of today. The 
experience of Palestine shows that while some of 
them found it very difficult to adapt themselves to 
new surroundings, which in this case also means a 
radical change in their class position, many others 
proved to be very valuable human material in indus- 
try as well as in agriculture. However, in selecting a 
limited number of refugees for starting a settlement 
in new and difficult surroundings, an above-the- 
average level of spiritual qualifications is a primary 
requirement. While we cannot expect Jewish young 
men to become unduly enthusiastic about the pros- 
pect of settling on the soil of Santa Domingo, it 
should have been possible, with a fortunate selection 
of the pioneers, to awaken in them an esprit de corps 
and a kind of Jewish pride and responsibility which 
would imbue them with a stubborn determination to 
achieve success. We find something of this spirit in 
the description of the initial steps of the Jewish set- 
tlers in Argentine, even if there it never achieved the 
marvelous heights reached in Palestine. It seems, 
however, that even such a pale imitation of the 
halutz spirit does not exist among the pioneers of 
Sosua. In accordance with the non-sectarian camou- 
flage of their organization, the initiators of the Dom- 
inican project included among the first pioneers a 
sizeable number of “non-Aryans” who did not con- 
sider themselves. as Jews (and who would not be 
recognized as such by any normal standards). In- 
cluded among them are even some “Aryans.” While 
nobody objects to aiding refugees without distinction 
as to race and religion, the creation of pioneer settle- 
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ments similar to that of Sosua requires a strong co- 
hesion among the settlers which cannot be achieved 
without a minimum degree of national conscious- 
ness. There is not the slightest indication that some- 
thing of this kind exists among the Dominican set- 
tlers. Whether such a conglomeration of people can 
become a closely knit community, spiritually able to 
overcome hardships and make progress, is a moot 
question. 

The carelessness of the initiators of the Dominican 
settlement in the selection of their human material is 
further reflected in the fact that among the single 
persons found there by the Brookings survey 168 
were men and only 38 women. (The others con- 
sisted of 104 couples and 68 children, reaching a 
total of 472 souls.) The authors of the report do not 
state the reasons for this striking disproportion, mild- 
ly criticized by them as “unsound”—which is certain- 
ly an understatement . . . I once heard that such a 
peculiar composition was deliberately adopted for 
the purpose of accelerating the assimilation of the 
settlers by forcing them to marry local Dominican 
maidens. This reminds me of a similar demand once 
put forward by Mexican “liberals” as a condition for 
the admittance of Jewish refugees. I do not believe, 
however, that in the Dominican case there was such 
a “eugenic” intention; it would be more fair to ex- 
plain the peculiar composition of the Sosua settlers 
by the inexperience of their organizers. 

* * * 


Generally speaking, the Dominican survey is not 
as thorough and convincing as most of the other 
studies of the Brookings Institution with which the 
writer happens to be acquainted. It seems that the 
authors of the survey believed that a general picture 
of the conditions in the Dominican Republic is suf- 
ficient to form an idea on the prospects of the refugee 
settlement, without undertaking a thorough study of 
the background of the settlers, of the methods ap- 
plied in their settlements, and of possible improve- 
ments. The result is a study, 85% of which could 
have been successfully written in the Congressional 
Library in Washington without the trouble of visit- 
ing the Island. 

While a careful reading of the geographic, clim- 
atic and agricultural data on the Dominican Repub- 
lic accumulated in the report convinces me that its 
authors rather underestimated the possibilities of its 
settlement and development, there is not much rea- 
son to doubt that its findings will be generally ac- 
cepted as a death-knell of the ambitious project. 
True, the similar judgment on Palestine by Sir John 
Hope Simpson was emphatically rejected by the 
Yishuv and by the world Zionist movement behind 
it. Our pioneers in Palestine actually revolted against 
the smug prejudices of the British experts, who, ac- 
customed to the immense spaces of a world-wide and 
greatly underdeveloped empire simply could not 
understand the less fortunate peoples who are satis- 
fied with a much smaller base for building their 
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future. With the Jewish people behind it the Yishuv 
revolted, and ten years after the Simpson Report the 
Jewish community of Palestine trebled in numbers. 

But who is going to revolt against the findings of 
the Brookings investigators concerning the Domin- 
ican settlement? The non-partisan philanthropists 
of Dorsa, or the non-Aryan settlers of Sosua? Two 
“nos” do not make one “yes.” 

I write these lines with a feeling of deep regret. 
There is no reason why a Zionist should not enter- 
tain the highest hopes for the success of other Jewish 
settlement projects, especially if sponsored by people 
who are organically unable to apply their energy to 
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Palestine. I read Mark Alperson’s thrilling history 
of the Argentine settlement with the same deep feel- 
ing of sympathy as Moshe Smilansky’s masterful 
description of the early adventures of the Palestine 
pioneers. It would have been a great gain for the 
Jewish people and for Palestine as well if the noble 
undertaking of Baron de Hirsch in Argentine would 
have resulted at least in an agricultural settlement of 
half a million. There are no better Zionists any- 
where in the world than the Jewish farmers of 
Argentine, and it is only a pity that their number is 
not large enough. And it is regrettable that another 
territorial project goes the way of its predecessors. 


O DIASPORA 


by Marie Syrkin 


ECENTLY there have been a number of at- 
R tempts to express in some manner what Jews 
are feeling, as distinct from merely relating what 
they are enduring. There have been meetings at 
Madison Square Garden. We have witnessed a huge 
spectacle “We Will Never Die”, authored and pro- 
duced by Ben Hecht and Billy Rose. Endless 
speeches have been delivered and numerous articles 
have been composed. And over all hangs the pall 
of hopeless inadequacy. No song, no poem, no 
gesture of memoria] or protest has emerged which 
evenfaintly gives form to the chaos of emotion. 

One cannot dismiss this lack with the answer 
that symbols are unimportant, that when the real- 
ity is as stark,aas brutal as the present, fitting 
word are an irrelevance to be reserved for more 
tranquil times. The fact remains that there is no 
silence. Words are being poured forth, but they 
are not the words. A baffled groping goes on for 
that “exceeding bitter cry” which Bialik was the only 
modern Jew to find. There is no impotence of feel- 
ing. In regard to that we have been reassured by 
the huge outpourings of Jews who filled Madison 
Square Garden and the surrounding streets three 
times within a week. But despite the vast reservoir 
of popular emotion waiting to be tapped, some 
paralysis of the creative imagination afflicts those 
who attempt to channel this emotion. 


There was a moment at Madison Square Garden 
which no one present is likely to forget. It was the 
_ moment when a low, muffled sob rose from the vast 
auditorium during the chanting of E/ Mole Rach- 
mim. The newspaper accounts the following morn- 
ing reported that Jews had wept and wailed during 
the prayer. But such reports were facile journalistic 
misrepresentation. That hushed, choked back, col- 
lective sob had nothing in common with the dif- 
fused hysteria suggested by some of the newspaper 
stories. A muted lamentation rose spontaneously 
from 20,000 human beings as from one instrument. 


For a moment, the bitterness, the helplessness, the 
tragic history of a martyred people, had found their 
voice. Anyone who heard that muffled sound, which 
could be accurately described neither as a sob, nor a 
wail, nor a cry, but as a kind of wordless mass 
threnody, knows that for a moment he was close 
to the bare heart of a people. But that was only one 
unique moment. The more conscious efforts shame 
us with their spiritual ineptitude. 

The production “We Will Never Die” is a case 
in point. No one will question the sincerity, the 
good will, the talent of Ben Hecht and the artists 
associated with him. The spectacle they contrived 
had pictorial effectiveness; it had undoubted pro- 
paganda merit, but as the memorial of a people, it 
was a monstrosity. And the reasons which made it 
a monstrosity had little to do with the abilities of 
the individuals associated with it. The trouble lay 
deeper. It lay primarily in the moral climate in 
which the spectacle had to take shape. 

It would be the easiest thing in the world to wax 
humorous on the score of the Hollywood Technique 
applied to Jewish mourning, and to grow caustic 
about the tasteless pot-pouri dished up as an elegy 
and protest. But that would be begging the question. 
The lapses of taste were not chiefly due to the 
deficiencies of the particular artists associated with 
the production. They were inextricably bound up 
with the defensive psychology of a minority group 
which is grappling with a hostile environment even 
in the hour of its bitterest sorrow. 

The individuals responsible for the spectacle found 
it impossible to concentrate on the central purpose— 
the adequate expression of mourning and protest. 
They were at once beset by a series of considerations 
essentially extraneous to the theme—the crime 
against their people. They were bedevilled by the 
need to demonstrate that this people is a worthy 
people, that it has contributed wit and wisdom to 
civilization. They felt called upon to scotch all the 
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familiar libels against Jews, to point out graphically 
that Jews are not slackers, that Jews were at Cor- 
regidor and on every other battle-field, and that they 
want a Jewish Army. Consequently, the audience 
was treated to a lenghty recital of the names of 
Great Jews beginning with Moses and ending with 
Meyer Levin. This painful pageant of Jewish apolo- 
getics was periodically enlivened by a chorus of 
Rabbis who, instead of the usual song and dance 
routine of a Billy Rose revue, broke out into litur- 
gical chants and solemn parades. 

The result was an infinitely depressing hodge- 
podge. It was depressing not because of the aesthetic 
failure which was inevitable in such a mixture, but 
because of the moral failure. The indictment had 
degenerated into a justification of the one sinned 
against rather than into an outcry against the evil- 
doer. Furthermore, when one arraigns a criminal, 
it is not necessary to demonstrate that the victim 
was an able scientist or a good musicion or a gifted 
statesman. The trial is directed at establishing the 
guilt of the murderer, and intelligence tests are given 
to him, not to those he has attacked. 

Perhaps this moral failure is inevitable in the 
atmosphere in which Jews live to-day. We can all 
understand what went on in the minds of the cre- 
ators of “We Will Never Die”. It is probably what 
would go on in the minds of almost any producers 
of a similar enterprise. No matter how talented or 
sensitive they might be, they would find themselves 
caught in the nexus of doubts and fears which are 
part of our air. They would be saying: this is a 
good chance to answer Coughlin and the Christian 
Front; this is a chance to remind the American pub- 
lic of our contributions to the world; this is a chance 
to drive home that we are an ethical people and that 
the tenets of morality spring from us; this is a chance 
to press our particular political demands. 

One can perceive the urgency of all these im- 
pulses. In fact, one does not know how a contem- 
porary American Jew can divest himself of these 
psychic pressures. Yet the only effective prod in the 
assortment was the one which happened to be 
artistically relevant. The spectacle was staged against 
the background of the tables of the law with the 
spot-light playing on the Ten Commandments. Since 
the: issue presented was the Nazi violation of the 
moral law of mankind, that particular high-lighting 
was moving and dramatic. 

The significant thing to remember in regard to 
“We Will Never Die” is that its shortcomings are 
inherent in the atmosphere in which Jews live. The 
passion of protest, the solemnity of mourning can- 
not emerge when bundled up in voluminous ex- 
planations and apologies. The purity of the emo- 
tion is choked up by the bitter necessity of dragging 
in a dozen other issues which should be irrelevant 
but are a part of the inner complication of our lives. 

It is not an accident that chiefly in and through 
Palestine has the Jewish spirit found symbols ade- 
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quate in dignity to the mood they strove to express. 
“By the Waters of Babylon” is still the greatest of 
Jewish lamentations, and even if its composition was 
post-exilic, the Jewish spirit and temper were still 
close to the source of Jewish nationhood—-so close 
that the emotion could be couched in direct and 
single-hearted terms without timid expositions. 
Centuries of Jewish suffering and martyrdom have 
passed, and though the Name has been sanctified 
again and again in the course of Jewish history, few 
new heroic names, new symbols, have been added 
to the ancient store. If one said “York” one thought 
of a massacre; if one said “Masada”, one thought of 
heroic resistance; that is why one said “Masada” and 
not “York”. It is not one of the least of the evid- 
ences of the redemptive power of Zionism, that the 
few years of modern Palestine have already given 
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new symbols to the national imagination—“Hanita” 
is only one of these. 

When we read in the United States of how the 
Jewish community of Palestine reacted to the 
slaughter of the Jews of Europe, we knew that that 
was how the calamity should have been met. When 
we read of the spontaneous processions in the 
streets, of the march of Rabbis to the Wailing Wall, 
of the general sense of personal involvement in the 
tragedy, we were ourselves ashamed of the poverty 
of spirit which afflicted us, of the psychic malady in 
our midst. And yet our self-flagellation was not 
wholly justified. The difference between the re- 
actions of Palestinian and American Jewry cannot 
be ascribed merely to the moral superiority of Pales- 
tinian Jewry. It must be ascribed largely to a sim- 
pler, clearer environment in which the integrity of 
an emotion can flourish unvitiated by a host of 
potent, though alien, considerations. 

It remained for a group of Palestinian children 
to say what till now has been unsaid—to find a form 
—not the form perhaps, but one of the possible 
forms that will keep its contour beyond the present. 
Shortly, after the news of the Nazi murders reached 
Palestine, in the midst of the meetings and discus- 
sions that went on in every kvutza and town in the 
land, a youth group went for a hike. They left at 
daybreak and walked toward the Dead Sea. At even- 
ing they reached a spring in the lower reaches of a 
canyon where they had supper and camped for the 
night. In the morning they began to climb towards 
Masada. The ascent was hard, but finally they 
reached the top of the hill. There, in the fortress, 
they erected a monument of stone, a memorial, to 
which they affixed a tablet with the words: 

“If I forget thee, O Diaspora”. 

Centuries before, in Babylon, the words “If I for- 
get thee, O Jerusalem” had been born and had con- 
tinued to live in the imagination of the Jewish peo- 
ple till this day. They have remained as the ultimate 
expression of sorrow and remembrance. One has 
the feeling that in some future period, when the 
agony of the present has been overcome, when 
the record of history begins to take shape, among the 
images of our epoch that will remain as statements 
and as illuminations will be the ascent of these Pal- 
estinian children to Masada. Some of these chil- 
dren were born in the £vutzot of Palestine; some 
had come as refugees from Hitler. But they were 
able to say purely and clearly what no other con- 
temporary Jewry found the inner strength to phrase. 
Without apologies, without explanations, without 
hesitations, they were able to frame the indictment 
—the charge of the Jewish people against the crimes 
committed against them by a distorted history whose 
twisted path led them finally to the slaughter house 
of a Hitler. It stands there engraved on stone in one 
line on a tablet at, Masada. It stands as an accusa- 
tion, a challenge, and a promise: 

“If I forget thee, O Diaspora”. 
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PROBLEMS OF DIASPORA JEWRY: 





|. Organization and Status of World Jewry 


A Plea for a World Jewish Representation 
.by A. Leon Kubowitzki 


I N PRESENTING the case for organizing a per- 

manent representative body for world Jewry, I 
should like to make the following two preliminary 
remarks: 

First, my topic is not confined to Europe. We 
want an organization of the Jews of the world, of 
the entire Diaspora, including the Americas, the 
British Empire and eventually, let us hope, the 
USS.R. 


Secondly, the phrase “World Jewish Representa- 
tion” need not be taken to mean that its function is 
merely to present the Jewish case to the outside 
world. We must not forget that that is only one of 
its two main functions, the other being “to introduce 
into Jewish public affairs democratic responsibility, 
control by public opinion and adequate organization 
to meet emergencies.” 

The two functions cannot be dissociated from 
each other. It is inconceivable that the agency which 
represents us before the outside world should not at 
the same time manage our internal affairs. Con- 
versely, we cannot think of a body coordinating the 
activities of world Jewry and not acting as its spokes- 
man before the world. 

* aK * 


In the long run, the organization of Jewish life 
and the abolition of the anarchy and irresponsibility 
rampant in our midst are more important than out- 
side representation. After all, it does not depend 
primarily on us whether our demands will be granted. 
What our position will be in Palestine and in Europe 
will depend on the state of the world after the final 
victory, on the relative strength of the various powers 
and on the good will of the nations. 


But our own preparedness, the state of our leader- 
ship and our ability to muster the necessary forces in 
times of emergency—these depend entirely on us. 
No one can give us these things and no one can take 
them away from us. One of the great tragedies of 
our life is that only during its last months did all 
factions of Polish Jewry unite to defend the remnant 
of that great community. 

The emissary of Polish Jews who arrived in Lon- 
don last December brought with him a message of 
despair from the Jews of Poland, who at times were 
cursing us who are outside the Nazi inferno for our 
passivity and wishing that we too had shared their 
tragic fate. We cannot escape history. Its verdict 
will be dictated not by the despair of our unfortunate 
fellow-Jews in Poland but by the extent to which 


we did, or failed to do, whatever we could in order 
to save our people. 


The two gravest sins of which we have been 
guilty in this age are our failure to respond more 
quickly and more readily to the opportunities offered 
us by Palestine, and our failure to organize the Dia- 
spora into an effective force. Several hundred thou- 
sand more Jews in Palestine would have meant that 
many more lives saved and so much firmer a founda- 
tion for the Jewish Homeland. But ever since 1933 
Palestine’s contribution alone could not at best be 
adequate enough to help all the Jews of Germany, 
Austria and, as time went on, of most of the Euro- 
pean countries. It was up to Jewish world solidarity 
to mount the breach. 


I am one of those simple-minded persons who 
believe that before 1936, that is, before the remili- 
tarization of the Rhineland, a well-organized Jewry, 
with the cooperation of the democratic forces of the 
world, was in a position to stop Hitler. Before 1936 
we were strong in Europe, stronger than you are here 
in America, as we have found out by now. We occu- 
pied important social and economic positions, we had 
connections and influence, we enjoyed the friendship 
of many non-Jews. To be sure, not in every coun- 
try did Jews and non-Jews get along as well together 
as they did, say, in Holland. But let it be mentioned 
here that tens of thousands of non-Jews in Europe 
are at present in continual danger for sheltering our 
brothers and our children. Today Emil Bernhard 
Cohn tells us that in July, 1933, the group in Ger- 
many to which he belonged was convinced that if 
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the anti-Nazi boycott could have been increased by 
20 percent, the Nazi regime would have collapsed. 

It is painful now to recall the obstacles placed in 
the way of the creation of a World Jewish Congress 
and the impotence to which it was condemned after 
it had been created. When we read today of the nu- 
merous instances of Jewish armed resistance against 
the Nazis, we cannot help recalling the heated dis- 
cussion in 1938 about the creation of a new Jewish 
self-defense, to be instructed by experienced leaders 
of the Hagana in Palestine and supplied with arms, 
so that our brothers could at least die like men. The 
pleas of those of us who advocated the idea fell on 
deaf ears. In an underground dispatch to us from 
Poland we read: “We are perishing in the conviction 
that in the most terrible days in our history you have 
failed us.” Who was it that failed them? The 
addressee of such an appeal cannot be improvised. 

* ¥ * 

It is easy to understand the discouragement among 
us in view of the past eight months of helplessness 
in American Jewry, caused by lack of leadership, lack 
of authority and lack of organization. But is not that 
very experience a warning? Must we again remain 
unarmed, living from hand to mouth, and must we 
wait for the fight around personalities and for pres- 
tige to flare up just as the sword is hanging over our 
heads? 

We are told that we must give up the idea of a 
permanent representation on account of American 
Jewry which is vigorously opposed to it. I do not 
know to what extent this statement is true. But even 
if it is, we Owe it to our dead not to accede to the 
isolationism of American Jewry, for the sake of 
American Jewry itself if for no other reason. 

Recent developments have shown that in several 
Latin American countries the Jewish communities 
are in great need of assistance from the Jews in other 
countries. But American and British Jewries, too, 
are in need of world Jewish solidarity. Just as the 
security of America is and was being fought out with 
the lives of Russians, Poles, Yugoslavs, Belgians and 
others, so the security of the Jews in America was 
and is being fought out with the lives of the Euro- 
pean Jews who perished in the holocaust of the last 
ten years. 

I do not wish to engage in black prophecies, but 
we know of the recent rise of anti-Semitic sentiment 
in America. The Jewish Chronicle of London re- 
cently warned of a heavy storm which may well 
break out over the heads of British Jewry when peace 
comes and asked for “a strong representative body, 
well and firmly led, and equipped with all the auth- 
ority and the ways and means that will be demanded 
by the emergency.” 


* * * 


One argument advanced against the setting up of 
a world Jewish representation is that it represents 
Zionist minimalism, if not defeatism. I find it diffi- 
cult to follow this argument. 
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No doubt the very fact of the existence of a Jewish 
Palestine will raise the prestige of the Jews and will 
tend to improve our relations with non-Jews all over 
the world. But a Jewish commonwealth in Palestine 
cannot represent the Jews of other countries politi- 
cally any more than Italy represents politically the 
Americans of Italian origin. By a Jewish world rep- 
resentation we understand a voluntary world organi- 
zation of Jewish citizens of their respective countries 
for those rights and interests which are common to 
them all. We are not suggesting a political bond be- 
tween Jewish Palestine and the Jewish communities 
in the Diaspora. 

* * * 

By the status of world Jewry we mean the right 
of the Jews to be represented before national and 
international bodies by a publicly recognized body. 
We want to assure the Jews the right of a hearing 
when Jewish interests are at stake. 

For the future independent Palestine we demand 
membership in the new community of nations as one 
of its equals. But the Jews of other countries are a 
people without political status as such, like the Scotch, 
the Basques, the Welsh or the Wallons, who, though 
unlike the Jews, are concentrated in one territory, 
are not political entities. The Jewish world repre- 
sentation, therefore, does not lay claim to the status 
of a government-in-exile or to membership in the 
United Nations. The national and international 
status of Jewish individuals in America does not 
change on account of the establishment of a Jewish 
world representation. Our proposed resolution reads: 

“The existence of a Jewish world representation 
implies no renunciation of protection and no attenu- 
ation of responsibility due from the State to their 
Jewish citizens or of the constitutionally prescribed 
duties of such citizens to their respective countries.” 

An analogy may be found in the existence of the 
International Labor Office which consists of repre- 
sentatives of employers, labor and the governments 
where the participation of the employers’ or labor 
representatives does not mean the renunciation of 
protection by their governments. John Marchbank, 
the General Secretary of the British Brotherhood of 
Railway Employees, recently demanded that the 
workers of the United Nations should be represented 
at the Peace Conferences. This does not mean that 
Labor would thereby attain the status of a political 
state. 

We demand the right to be consulted and to have 
the possibility to cooperate “with national and inter- 
national public bodies in such political, economic, 
social, cultural and other matters as may affect the 
rights and specific interests of the Jews.” The recog- 
nition of our world representation will put an end 
to the disgrace of Evian and Bermuda conferences. 
We shall cease to be mere lobbyists at a time when 
our blood is spilled like water. We demand to be 
heard and to be consulted as of right and not on 
sufferance. 
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Il. Legal Rehabilitation of European Jewry 


by Max M. Laserson 


I. 


HE LEGAL rehabilitation of the Jews of Europe 

—one of the basic Jewish post-war demands— 
must of necessity presuppose a restoration of demo- 
cratic government to the European states. Civil 
rights for the entire population are a necessary pre- 
requisite of legal equality for the Jews and of grant- 
ing the Jewish communities, as well as other national 
minority groups, minority rights which would enable 
them to preserve and develop their cultural and re- 
ligious life. 

In the course of the nineteenth century, only the 
Jews in the Western part of Europe were granted 
civil rights, equal to the rights of the rest of the 
population. The difference between the emancipated 
West and the backward East led to the first inter- 
national interventions in favor of granting civil rights 
to the Jews in the latter area. These included, among 
others, the Protocol of Constantinople, 1856 (re- 
garding the Jews of Moldavia and Wallachia) and 
the Treaty of Berlin, 1878 (regarding the recogni- 
tion of the independence of Rumania, Serbia and 
Montenegro, with religious freedom and equality 
fixed by their constitution and internationally guar- 
anteed ). 


In 1919, both the victorious Allies and the de- 
feated Central Powers granted the Jews their legal 
equality and even a minimum of minority rights in 
Central and Eastern Europe. The granting of these 
rights to the Jews and to other minorities, which 
constituted the common denominator of the ethical 
and legal consciousness of the European nations, was 
carried through in the following stages: (1) the 
minority treaties with Poland, Yugoslavia, Czecho- 
slovakia, Rumania and Greece; (2) Special sections 
devoted to the treatment of minorities in the peace 
treaties with Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary and Tur- 
key, and (3) Declarations made before the League 
of Nations by Albania, the three Baltic states, Fin- 
land and Iraq. The German-Polish Convention on 
Upper Silesia belongs to the same category of dip- 
lomatic acts. ‘ 


The situation today is entirely different. Since 
1933 the European countries have had no common 
basis of political and constitutional prerequisites. The 
Axis powers, led by Germany, are expressly against 
the very concept of civil rights, and against its in- 
troduction into practice. Moreover, legal inequality 
and depriving the Jews and other minorities of their 
civil rights are the proclaimed war aims of Germany. 
Her intention to carry out the physical annihilation, 
by starvation or by direct methods, of the Jews of 
Europe is frankly admitted. The concepts of master 
race and Lebensraum, unrestrained by any territorial 


bounds, not only deny civil rights to the non-Ger- 
man minorities—not even the right to the “protec- 
tion of life,” of which the minority treaties of 1919- 
20 spoke—but turn any German minority into the 
dominant class over the majority of non-German, 
and therefore inferior, inhabitants anywhere within 
the German domain. Under these circumstances, the 
restoration of legal equality to the Jews must be an 
explicitly stated basic Jewish peace aim, just as the 
restoration of civil rights must be an explicitly stated 
peace aim, though it might have been taken for 
granted under different conditions. 
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However, mere legal restoration of the status quo 
is insufficient. Legal equality for the Jews must be- 
come the fundamental principle of the future re- 
gimes, and must be internationally recognized and 
guaranteed. The experience of the post-war years of 
1919 to 1939 points to the following as prerequisites 
of any effective legal rehabilitation: 


1. Civil rights must not remain merely constitu- 
tional principles; they must become enforcible by 
law. That every man, regardless of birth, race, re- 
ligion or language is to have equal rights was gen- 
erally recognized in the minority treaties of 1919-20 
and was introduced into the post-war constitutions. 
Thus, Article 1 of the Polish minority treaty con- 
tains the following statement: “No law, regulation 
or official action shall conflict or interfere with these 
stipulations (of equal rights for the minorities), 
nor shall any law, regulation or official action pre- 
vail over them.” But bitter experience has shown 
that the crucial point lies in the enforcibility of such 
liberal constitutional principles. In the past, putting 
into effect fundamental constitutional rights was not 
always a simple matter in Europe, where constitu- 
tional provisions are seldom enforcible by normal 
judicial methods. This state of affairs has always had 
a much more serious negative effect upon the status 
of the member of the minority group than upon the 
status of the member of the majority nation. It is the 
minorities, therefore, that must insist in the first line 
upon international legislation which should establish 
special judicial procedure for enforcing the funda- 
mental rights of man in any given state. 


2. The granting of legal equality to the individual 
member of a minority group must precede the grant- 
ing of minority rights in the specific sense. Some 
multi-national states, bound by the above-mentioned 
international obligations, did offer their minorities 
certain rights as groups, while violating the consti- 
tutionally guaranteed civil rights of the individual 
members of these minority. groups. There were 
countries where Jewish communities were granted 
official status, or where Jewish schools were in- 
cluded in the general network of publicly sup- 
ported elementary or secondary schools, but where, 
on the other hand, Jews did not enjoy the same 
treatment as members of the dominant majority, par- 
ticularly in matters pertaining to admission into civil 
service, bestowing of public honors, or even enjoy- 
ment of equal opportunities in the professions and 
industry. The Jewish communities were offered a 
partial appeasement of their collective needs at the 
expense of the bill of rights of the individual Jews. 
The need to insist that collective minority rights 
should not be established before the enactment of a 
fully enforcible bill of rights thus becomes obvious. 


3. Equality of rights does not mean equality be- 
fore the law and in the courts alone. It means also 
equality of economic opportunity in every field of 
endeavor. Formal equality of rights is negative in 
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character insofar as it bars restrictive or discrimina- 
tory legislation. But full equality must go a good 
deal further: It has a positive content; it asks equal 
treatment where a citizen who is a member of a 
minority appears in the capacity of candidate for 
employment, or beneficiary. It insists that there be 
neither overt nor covert discrimination. 


II. 


The system of minority rights as it functioned in 
the period between 1919 and 1939 went through a 
series of stages and gradations. The first stage was 
the guarantee of legal equality to all citizens. The 
second stage began with granting the minorities an 
equitable share of the public funds provided by the 
state or the municipalities for educational, religious 
or social welfare purposes. In some cases, as in the 
case of the Jewish minority in Poland, there was a 
specific provision which guaranteed a “proportion- 
ate share of public funds, to be allocated to the 
Jewish schools . . . for the organization and manage- 
ment of these schools (Article X of the Minority 
Treaty with Poland).” 

The next stage consisted of the recognition of 
the existence of organized communities. The high- 
est degree of minority rights achieved took the form 
of local autonomy, such as was granted to the Car- 
pathian Ruthenians in Czechoslovakia, who received 
“the fullest degree of self-government compatible 
with the unity of the Czechoslovak state ( Articles X- 
XIV of the Minority Treaty with Czechoslovakia) .” 
It should be noted, furthermore, that some states 
went even further than their formal international 
obligations demanded and established cultural auto- 
nomy for minorities with central and local organs, 
which united the respective minorities into “national” 
bodies with special status with respect to public law 
(as, for example, in Estonia). 

There were some attempts to include within the 
autonomous rights functions which belonged rather 
in the field of social welfare, but these attempts did 
not materialize. Even where the attitude of the gov- 
ernment toward minority rights was most favorable, 
the self-government of the minorities was limited to 
the educational and cultural fields. In some cases 
this led to a rise of the standards in the fields of liter- 
ature, the press, the theatre and the arts of the re- 
spective minorities. The organizational forms estab- 
lished by the national minorities intensified their 
feeling of unity and led indirectly to various forms 
of economic cooperation and solidarity, but basically 
the minority rights were not designed to care for the 
economic improvement of those whom they affected. 

This fact was a result of the over-optimism 
which was characteristic of that period of economic 
liberalism. The predominance of legal and political 
guarantees over economic regulations character- 
ized the entire post-war era, based as it was on 
the League of Nations. It was only natural that the 
minority system, which was a part of the wider 
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framework, should have provided no more economic 
regulations than all the other international stipu- 
lations. 


The minority rights served, especially in the case 
of the Jews, to bring to the fore intellectual 
potentialities which had hitherto been suppressed or 
prevented from developing normally. A certain 
diminution of the tension between the Hebraists and 
the Yiddishists was effected by the simple expedient 
of state-recognized Yiddish and: Hebrew schools, and 
the granting of municipal budgets to the school 
networks in both languages. Communal enterprises 
in the economic field (especially efforts in the fields 
of cooperation and restratification) also increased, 
but in countries of Jewish mass settlement—such as 
Poland or Rumania—the help granted to Jewish 
economic undertakings was negligible in comparison 
with the needs. It is clear that for the future security 
of the Jewish minorities in Europe no special guar- 
antees of formal equality alone will suffice. 
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As was shown in the case of North Africa, the 
occupation of any territory by the United Nations 
does not mean the automatic restoration of the ele- 
mentary rights to Jews. In general it is conceivable 
that in some cases certain collective rights for Jews— 
as for example the organization of communities and 
of school systems supported by state or municipality 
budgets—will be granted more willingly than legal 
equality to the individual Jew. The granting of legal 
equality and of minority status to the Jews in the 
post-war period must thus become two parts of one 
demand. 

But beyond these purely legal guarantees, a basic 
feeling of security must be created for the dispersed 
Jewish communities of the Old World, be it in 
Europe, North Africa or certain parts of Asia. Purely 
legal measures alone will not be sufficient. A new 
political atmosphere, fortified by progressive social 
and economic measures, which would counteract the 
poisoned, nazified atmosphere of Europe, is the most 
important prerequisite of an enduring peace and a 
secure existence of the Jew. 
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Ill. Economic Reconstruction of European Jewry 


by Aryeh Tartakower 


UR DISCUSSION of the problems of, and the 
plans for, the reconstruction of European 
Jewry is based on the following assumptions: 

(a) European economy after the war will be 
regulated by international control; 

(b) The problem of reparations will be solved 
in a manner beneficial to the whole community and 
not merely to the individuals to be indemnified for the 
damages suffered by them; 

(c) The reconstruction of European Jewry is the 
concern of all mankind and not only of the Jews; 

(d) The aim of that reconstruction is not to 
restore the pre-war forms of Jewish economic and 
social life, but to create new forms suitable to the 
needs of the countries in which the Jews live and to 
the dignity of the Jewish people; 

(e) The work of reconstruction is to be carried 
out mainly by Jewish agencies and must maintain 
the principle of communal self-help and free initia- 
tive on the part of the European Jews themselves; 

(f) The work of reconstruction must be carried 
out by coordinated action on the basis of a plan 
which will assure the best possible results of the com- 
mon endeavor. 


Two facts of fundamental importance must be 
emphasized: First, the task of the reconstruction of 
European Jewry will be proportionately much larger 
in its scope than that of Europe generally, since the 
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latter suffered only partial ruin while the former was 
ruined completely by the Nazis; secondly, three pre- 
liminary tasks of immediate importance will have to 
be carried out to help European Jewry before the 
more fundamental work of thorough reconstruc- 
tion begins, namely, relief, rehabilitation of refugees 
and emigration of certain numbers of the Jewish 
population. Incidental to each of these tasks 
some work will have to be done which may con- 
tribute to the more permanent task of reconstruction. 
Thus relief entails occupational retraining; rehabili- 
tation will necessitate some regulation of domicile; 
emigration will have to be directed to countries 
where the migrants have the best chances of estab- 
lishing themselves permanently. It is to be hoped 
that the largest stream of migration will be directed 
to Palestine. 


Now as to our assumptions. The economic re- 
construction of European Jewry on sound and per- 
manent foundations is only possible as an organized 
process in a well-ordered society. The old chaotic race 
of each against all known by the euphonious appella- 
tion of liberalism is long dead, but its replacement 
by the continuance of the pre-war tendency to make 
each national economy self-sufficient and hostile to 
other national economies would be a fatal error for 
mankind and a calamity for the Jews. That tendency 
undermined the Jewish position in Europe even be- 
fore the Nazi invasion, and no lasting reconstruction 
of Jewish economy is possible under such a system. 
Only in a world economy based on the concept of 
international cooperation can a dignified Jewish life 
be established, in spite of the many difficulties in its 
path. 

Only in such a world can the question of repara- 
tions find its proper solution. In view of the fact that 
the Jews of Europe have been robbed of all their 
property, it is clear that their future depends largely 
on the extent and the forms of the reparations. 
Reparations paid out to individuals cannot have 
the same value as funds turned over for collective 
purposes. The mobilization of Jewish national capi- 
tal for Jewish reconstruction will be one of the 
chief tasks facing us in the matter of reparations. It 
is a task possible only in an organized economy, 
but, once realized, it can offer us new and vast op- 
portunities. 

This does not mean that the financing of such a 
unique undertaking is our task exclusively. To be 
sure, we shall have to salvage as much Jewish 
capital as possible; we shall also have to raise a Jew- 
ish fund for relief and reconstruction where other 
funds are not available. But the task of Jewish 
economic reconstruction in general is the concern of 
all mankind and in particular of the countries in 
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which Jews live. The economic ghetto which existed 
in many countries, including Poland, years before 
Hitler must not be restored. The principle of the 
responsibility of all mankind for Jewish econ- 
omic reconstruction will have to be clearly enunci- 
ated and stressed after the war. This responsibility 
stems not only from the vastness of the task for 
which the forces mustered by the Jews alone are 
inadequate; not only from the fact that the ruin of 
the Jewish people is the making of others; but 
mainly from the general principle of human solid- 
arity and the rights of the Jews as citizens of the 
countries in which they live. 


The form, however, in which that reconstruction 
is to be carried out is a different matter. While the 
task as a whole is the responsibility of all mankind 
and of the states in which the Jews live, it can best 
be carried out by Jewish agencies, familiar with the 
peculiarities of Jewish life and more likely to evolve 
the proper methods for normalizing it and merging 
it with the life of other groups. Special Jewish or- 
ganizations, Jewish initiative and alertness will be 
required. 


By Jewish initiative is meant the initiative of 
European Jews themselves. We must avoid the mis- 
take made after the last war when the Jews of 
Europe were treated by their philanthropic fellow- 
Jews of other countries as mere recipients of charity, 
whose attitude and whose feelings of self-respect 
were of little moment. The reconstruction of Euro- 
pean Jewry must be carried out primarily at its own 
initiative, with its own moral forces and with 
but a minimum of outside interference. 


This leads us to the crucial question of the mean- 
ing and aim of Jewish reconstruction. Is it to be a 
mere restoration of old Jewish positions, or is it to 
take the form of creating new forms of economic life 
adapted to the needs of the times and to the spirit 
of cooperation in society? The very formulation of 
the question suggests the answer. We must, by our 
work of reconstruction, abolish the Jewish economic 
ghetto and those forms of Jewish economic life which 
are of no value either to ourselves or to the world. 
The gulf between us and other peoples must disappear 
and the economic life of the Jewish population must 
be rebuilt on new, strong foundations. This is not 
an easy task; it cannot be executed in a hurry. There 
will be older people who cannot be fitted into new 
occupations after a lifetime behind the counter; 
there will be cases in which the personal interests 
of the individual will come into conflict with the 
interests of the Jewish community. Great effort will 
he required for laying down the principles and creat- 
ing the reality of a new life. Obviously, however, 
this is the only way which has any meaning from 
the larger, historic point of view. The only positive 
result of the Jewish tragedy in recent years is that, 
having destroyed everything that had previously 
existed, it has cleared the way for a process which 
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would otherwise have required several generations 
for its completion, if it could be carried out in nor- 
mal times at all. Let us not forfeit that opportunity 
by pursuing the wrong policy after the war. 


That decisive historic objective is not to be at- 
tained by the divided forces of individual organiza- 
tions. Even before the war we had a number of 
organizations and institutions, both of international 
and of national scope, dealing with economic relief 
and reconstruction, and their number is not likely to 
decrease after the war. It would be quixotic to seek 
to abolish them all and to supplant them by a single 
Jewish world organization. But one can propose to 
seek to coordinate their work according to a definite 
pattern. This is the idea underlying a central Jewish 
agency for relief and reconstruction. It is to be the 
common agency of all organizations active in that 
field, and is to evolve plans for coordinating the 
activities of the individual organizations. The crea- 
tion of that agency must be part of the general 
organization of the Jewish people by means of estab- 
lishing a world representation. Political matters 
cannot be isolated from economic matters with any 
people, least of all with the Jews whose whole econ- 
omic structure will have to be reshaped. The world 
Jewish representation, which will defend the civil 
rights of the Jews in every country, will have to view 
the economic reconstruction of Jewish life as one 
of its chief aims. The central agency for relief and 
reconstruction will therefore have to be affiliated 
with the world Jewish representation. 


To sum up. The process of economic reconstruc- 
tion, though starting immediately after th > war, will 
assume its definite character only after the comple- 
tion of the period of urgent relief work and of mass- 
migration during the first few post-war years, which 
will take a large part of European Jewry into Pales- 
tine and perhaps into other countries as well. The 
reconstruction will have to be financed by state and 
international agencies, but will have to be carried 
out primarily by Jewish organizations which will 
have to foster the independent initiative and respect 
the dignity of the local Jewish communities in 
Europe. The object of reconstruction is not simply 
to restore the old Jewish economy, but to build up 
new healthy forms and abolish the gulf between the 
Jews and other people in the economic sphere. To 
attain this end all Jewish forces must be coordinated 
in one central agency for relief and reconstruction 
as the agency of the Jewish world representation. 


One final remark. The reconstruction of Jewish 
life will not take place in the world we have known, 
but only in a world whose economic life is organized 
and orderly. Out of this principle of strong inter- 
national co-operation, if it is carried out whole- 
heartedly, a new international solidarity is bound to 
develop which may lead to a new world with a new 
and deeper human morality. In that development we, 
the Jews, will have to play our part. 
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Letter to the Editor and Apology 
Sir: 

My attention has been called to an article concern- 
ing me, written by E. Logoy in the February issue of 
the JEWISH FRONTIER. 

I demand a retraction in the next issue of your 
magazine. The writer of the article, the above-men- 
tioned Mr. Logoy, may at any time take issue with 
my viewpoint; that is his privilege in a free press. 
But this does not give him a license to falsely attack 
my integrity and reputation. 

Pvt. EDMOND J. Nouri 
Camp Grant, Ill. 


[While discussing Mr. Nouri’s article in the 
Herald Tribune of January 25, Mr. Logoy referred to 
the writer as a former official of the Finance Ministry 
in Baghdad. This is a fact which Mr. Nouri does not 
deny, and there is no reflection whatsoever on his 
integrity in such a reference. We know from Mr. 
Nouri’s own statements that on various occasions he 
met with German and Italian propagandists in the 
legitimate pursuit of his activities as a journalist and 
student of political affairs. This is what Mr. Logoy 
had in mind when he employed the unfortunate ex- 
pression that Mr. Nouri “had contacts with” enemies 
of democracy. 

We sincerely regret that our contributor left him- 
self open to misunderstanding through his careless 
phrasing. 

THE EDITOR. | 














THE NATIONAL 
CASH REGISTER 
| COMPANY 


40 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 




















New York's Leading Kosher Caterers 
For the Finest of Functions at All of 


New York's Leading Hotels 


PARAMOUNT CATERERS 


Main Office: 
601 WEST 183rd STREET NEW YORK CITY 
WaAshington Heights 7-3780-! 
ZIsKIND and Brann, Hosts 
Tuomas Lane, Banquet Manager 





























APRIL, 1943 





RESOLUTIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE LABOR ZIONIST NATIONAL CONVENTION 


March 26-28, 1943 « 


Palestine 


I. 

ECOGNIZING the historic connection of the 

Jewish people with Eretz Yisrael and its age- 
long striving to reconstitute Palestine as its national 
homeland, and taking cognizance of the achieve- 
ments of forty years of Jewish pioneering coloniza- 
tion, which has laid the foundation of a renewed 
Jewish life—the League of Nations, in 1922, en- 
trusted Great Britain with the Mandate over Pal- 
estine. 

Fifty-two nations, including the United States of 
America, have accepted the obligation, expressed 
in the Mandate, for themselves and for the Man- 
datory Power, to do everything in their power, by 
means of continuous support of immigration and 
close settlement of Jews on land, to facilitate the 
establishment of the Jewish National Home and 
thus undo a great historic injustice which has been 
committed against the Jewish people. 

The Jewish people, inspired by the age-old striv- 
ing for its national redemption and fortified by its 
deep faith in the justice of its cause, has created an 
advance force in Palestine which has succeeded in 
overcoming all the difficulties and has carried 
through, in the period between the two wars, the 
most successful colonization project of our time. 


In the course of twenty years the Jewish settle- 
ment in Palestine and its pioneering labor move- 
ment have succeeded in absorbing into productive 
occupations more than half a million Jews, who 
have created a distinct socio-economic and cultural 
environment of great political significance. 

Despite the insufficient international aid and the 
continuous obstacles placed in the way of immi- 
gration and colonization, the Jewish people has suc- 
ceeded a) in laying the foundation for a diversified 
modern agriculture and its own industry and trans- 
port, founded on cooperative and collective prin- 
ciples; b) in discovering new, as yet untapped sour- 
ces of sustenance; c) in raising the living standard 
of the entire population of the country, both Jew- 
ish and Arab. 

The present life-and-death struggle between de- 
mocracy and tyranny has brought into bold relief 
the uniqueness of the Jewish tragedy—the pain and 
suffering of the Jewish people, and the constant 
dangers which are facing it as a consequence of its 
homelessness. 

It is, therefore, the duty of the United Nations, 
dictated by a great historic need, to enable the Jew- 
ish people to reconstitute its free national life in 
its own land. 


Pennsylvania Hotel, New York 


I. 

1) We demand from the United Nations that they 
pledge themselves and declare their readiness to aid 
the Jewish people in constituting Palestine as a 
Jewish Commonwealth— 

a) by carrying out in Palestine an extensive 
plan of Jewish immigration and coloniza- 
tion; and 

b) by utilizing for that purpose the natural 
resources and economic opportunities of the 
country to their fullest extent. 

2. For this purpose the Jewish Agency for Pal- 
estine should be vested with all necessary authority 
for the regulation of immigration and of such econo- 
mic, social and other matters as may facilitate Jew- 
ish immigration, encourage close settlement by Jews 
on land, including waste lands, and develop the 
natural resources of the country. 

3. In the Jewish Commonwealth to be established, 
no discrimination of any kind shall be made be- 
tween the inhabitants of Palestine on the ground 
of race, religion or language; there shall be com- 
plete freedom of conscience and free exercise of all 
forms of worship; each community shall have the 
right to maintain its own system of education and 
its own religious, social and communal institutions; 
Hebrew and Arabic shall both be official languages; 
provision shall be made for self-government in all 
municipal affairs. 

World Jewish Representation 

1. The Jewish people need a world organization 
to represent common interests and defend the rights 
of Jews of all countries, as well as the specific rights 
and interests of the Jews of any particular country 
which they are unable to represent or defend them- 
selves. 

2. The World Jewish Representation must be a 
single, world-wide, democratic body functioning in 
the immediate post-war period and thereafter. 

3. The World Jewish Representation is to have 
neither the status of a government in exile or mem- 
bership among the United Nations. 

4. The existence of such a World Jewish Repre- 
sentation implies no renunciation of protection and 
no attenuation of responsibility due from the States 
to their Jewish citizens or of the constitutionally 
prescribed duties of such citizens to their respective 
countries. 

II. 


The cardinal objectives of a World Jewish Rep- 
resentation are: 

1. To insure for Jews, wherever they may live, 
the same rights and opportunities enjoyed by non- 
Jews and to procure for the Jewish people the right 
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and opportunity to establish their nationhood in 
Palestine. 

2. To introduce into Jewish public affairs demo- 
cratic responsibility, control by public opinion and 
adequate organization to meet emergencies. 


' Il. 


The World Jewish Representation will be faced 
with the following immediate tasks: 


1. To obtain recognition as a public body for the 
purpose of advising and cooperating with national 
and international public bodies in such political, eco- 
nomic, social, cultural and other matters as may af- 
fect the rights and specific interests of the Jews, it 
being clearly understood that such recognition does 
not affect the status enjoyed by Jews as citizens of 
their respective countries. 


2. a) To secure the juridical and economic re- 
habilitation of Jews in regions now dominated by 
Axis powers or subject to their coercion and in- 
fluence. 


b) To cooperate in establishing a post-war world 
order which will guarantee to all men the minimum 
standards of human rights, decency and individual 
security, and to the Jewish people in particular the 
right to preserve its religious and cultural identity. 


c) To take steps necessary to safeguard the rights 
of Jews in any country; to secure effective redress 
for Jews in all cases of hardship and suffering aris- 
ing out of a violation or denial of their lawful rights, 
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it being clearly understood that no intervention con- 
cerning a free Jewish community be made without 
its express consent. 

3. To cooperate in the economic reconstruction 
of Jewish life and to represent Jewish needs in such 
international bodies as may be set up for relief, re- 
settlement, migration, colonization, economic re- 
adjustment, etc. 


European Jewry: Transitional Period 


We demand that any preliminary conference, 
truce, armistice, treaty or any other process or in- 
strument initiating the period of peace provide from 
the outset the following: 

1. The surrender of those who ordered and those 
who participated in the persecution of Jews, and the 
extension of the concept of war crimes to the vari- 
ous preparatory forms of the extermination of Jews, 
as segregation, internment, denial of food, exposure, 
as well as acts of confiscation and robbery of Jew- 
ish property; 

2. The proclamation that anti-Semitic propaganda 
will henceforth be treated as incitement to crime and 
punished as such; 

3. The nullification of all anti-Jewish measures, 
direct or indirect, legal or extra-legal, that have been 
taken before and since the war by the Axis powers 
or by the states under their domination or subject 
to their coercion; 

4, The nullification of all acts of deprivation of 
nationality, individual and collective, of native born 
and naturalized Jewish citizens, enforced before and 
since the war by the Axis powers or by nations un- 
der their domination or subject to their coercion; 

5. The unrestricted right of all refugees, depor- 
tees and other victims of Axis persecution to return 
to their places of residence and to the positions or 
opportunities of which they were deprived; 

6. The restoration, restitution, or just compensa- 
tion for Jewish property expropriated or confiscated 
from individual Jews as well as from Jewish com- 
munities and welfare and educational organizations, 
and Jewish positions destroyed by Axis or Axis-in- 
spired laws, decrees, or other forms of deprivation, 
direct or indirect, legal or extra-legal; 

7. The granting of adequate pensions to the wid- 
ows and orphans of Jewish victims of persecution, 
equal to the pensions to be granted to the families of 
all other military and civilian war victims; 

8. The insertion of legal guarantees against anti- 
Jewish discrimination in all regulations providing 
for the feeding, housing, clothing and -aedical re- 
habilitation of the population of Europe; 

9. The insertion of specific clauses against dis- 
crimination in all reconstruction agreements which 
may be concluded. 


Legal Rehabilitation of the Jews 


1. We demand an international Bill of Rights 
which should assure the inalienable right 
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a) of every individual to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness; to freedom of expression, wor- 
ship and peaceful association; to equality of economic 
opportunities and social security; 

b) of every minority to maintain its ethnic, cul- 
tural, linguistic and religious identity. 


2. We demand the creation of national and in- 
ternational instruments 





a) to ensure the protection of all minorities 
against persecution or discrimination in the field of 
the above mentioned individual rights and liberties; 

b) to assure these minorities the proper condi- 
tions for the preservations and free development 
of their culture. 

3. With respect to the Jewish population, we con- 
sider as essential the right 

a) to be organized nationally and locally as a 
public corporation, and to belong to, and cooperate 
with, international bodies; 

b) to maintain its own educational system, aim- 
ing at the preservation of the Jewish culture. 

4. With regard to countries where the Jewish 
population requests it, and where such provisions 
are not in contradiction to the structure of the State, 
we demand 

» a) that the Jewish population organized as a pub- 

lic body be empowered to levy taxes on its members; 
b) that Jewish schools be granted an equitable 

share of the funds allotted for public education. 
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European Jewry: Relief and Reconstruction 
1 


In view of the paramount importance of the 
problems of relief and reconstruction in Europe after 
the war, and their special significance for the Jew- 
ish population, and in view of the fact that prepara- 
tions for their solution are already being made, we 
present the following demands: 

a) The principle of full equality of rights and of 
equity towards the Jewish population must be ob- 
served both in the field of immediate relief after the 
war and in the work of reconstruction which is to 
follow; 

b) In creating the instruments for relief and re- 
construction in accordance with this principle, the 
fact must be taken into consideration that the Jewish 
population was affected by the disaster of the war 
incomparably more than the other parts of the popu- 
lation both as far as the number of victims and the 
magnitude of their sufferings are concerned. 


II. 


1. The following is to be secured by the work of 
relief: 

a) Saving the Jewish population from starvation 
which will threaten the Jews who have been deprived 
of all their property, and are not represented in the 
agricultural economy of their respective countries; 

b) Efficient combatting of diseases and epidemics 
resulting from the Nazi regime and likely to be par- 
ticularly menacing to the Jewish population; 

c) Care of Jewish children of whom a very con- 
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siderable number will be orphaned or separated from 
their parents because of war events and mass depor- 
tations; 

d) Aid to deportees in their repatriation or emi- 
gtation. . 

2. a) Opportunities must be provided for Euro- 
pean Jews to return to their former occupations or 
to obtain new positions in the post-war economy; 

b) The mass emigration and colonization of Jews 
in Palestine after the war must be recognized as an 
integral part of the work of reconstruction. 


Il. 

Relief and reconstruction activities should be car- 
ried out in a way safeguarding the self-respect and 
providing opportunities for the economic initiative 
of the people concerned. European Jews themselves 
should be in charge of the relief activities that con- 
cern them. A Jewish representation in public agen- 
cies for relief and reconstruction should be assured. 


IV. 

1. The principle must be recognized that relief 
and reconstruction activities for the Jewish popula- 
tion are to be financed out of public funds in the 
same way as the similar activities for all other parts 
of the population. 

2. The special problems with which the Jewish 
population will be faced, and for which the public 
funds may in many cases prove inadequate, make the 
establishment of a Jewish financial instrument for 
relief and reconstruction an urgent necessity. The 
preparatory work for establishing such an instrument 
should be begun as soon as possible. 


V. 
The vast importance and responsibility of the 
work of relief and reconstruction makes parallel and 
overlapping activities of different organizations high- 
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ly undesirable. Coordination must be secured by 
establishing one central Jewish agency for relief and 
reconstruction. This agency should function as a 
section of the World Jewish Representation. 


The Organization of American Jewry 


1. American Jewry requires a body which shall 
act in its behalf, in cooperation with the authorized 
representatives of the Jews throughout the world, 
upon the problems facing the Jewish people in the 
post-war period. 

2. The Convention therefore recognizes the deci- 
sion adopted at the Pittsburgh Conference to con- 
voke an American Jewish Assembly as the frame- 
work for the adoption of a unified program of ac- 
tion by American Jewry in connection with the post- 
war Jewish demands. 


3. The Convention calls upon the Labor Zionist 
movement to safeguard the application of the dem- 
ocratic principle underlying the Pittsburgh decisions 
as regards the composition, deliberations and deci- 
sions of the Assembly, so that it may gain the fullest 
moral authority among the organized forces of Amer- 
ican Jewry in all matters which fall within its pur- 
view. 


4. The Convention believes that the competence 
of the Assembly must not be limited to representa- 
tion at the peace conference table alone. The As- 
sembly must remain the central organ of American 
Jewry in the post-war period. 

5. The Convention affirms that it is impossible 
to separate relief activity in behalf of European Jew- 
ry from political action, that the two forms of activity 
must be coordinated in the interest of the Jews af- 
fected. It is therefore necessary to establish an 
organizational link between the American Jewish 
Assembly and the American Jewish relief agencies. 
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Messages and Greetings 
to the 


Labor Zionist Convention 
(Continued from Page 3) 


tive post-war program which can be 
placed in effect the moment the war 
ends. 

The American Federation of La- 
bor is giving earnest attention to this 
post-war program and it is determined 
that labor shall be fully represented at 
the peace conferences so that the will 
of the great masses of the people will 
not be ignored. I am not giving away 
any secrets when I inform you that 
foremost among the American Feder- 
ation of Labor's post-war objectives 
stands a plank calling for immediate 
relief and rehabilitation of the Jews 
and other oppressed minorities of 
Europe; full restoration to them of 
their economic and political rights, 
and a guarantee, backed by the power 
of the United Nations, that never 
again will they be denied the primary 
freedoms of thought, expression and 
religion. 

In a broad sense, even this is a 
temporary measure. No nation, no 
people on earth can ever again feel 
secure if our peacemakers permit a 
return to the kind of international 
anarchy which existed before this war 
—the kind of irresponsible isolation- 
ism which permitted Hitler to wade 
through blood to dictatorship, which 
permitted Mussolini to seize Ethiopia, 
which permitted Japan to invade help- 
less China, and which permitted jus- 
tice to be trampled upon by tyrants 
anywhere. All that must go forever! 
The conscience of the free men and 
women of the world is aroused. We 
know that if we blind our eyes and 
stop our ears to human suffering, that 
suffering will be visited upon us a 
thousand-fold before our days are done. 
We know that the bloodshed and the 
sacrifices which this war has forced 
upon us will be in vain unless a new 
order of international brotherhood is 
established following victory—an order 
based upon justice and peace, an 
order humanized by universal applica- 
tion of the Four Freedoms, an order 
buttressed and protected by the vigil- 
ant might of the United Nations. That 
is the supreme goal of labor, the great 
hope of free people everywhere which 
gives us the inspiration and the in- 
vincible strength for victory. 


From Philip Murray, 
President, C.1. O. 


Please convey my cordial greetings 
to the delegates attending your con- 
vention. The CIO is proud of the 
fact that its membership includes large 
number of Jewish workers. We are 
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eager at all times to do everything in 
our power to combat the hideous Hit- 
leristic persecution of the Jewish peo- 
ple and to aid them in securing the 
justice and equal opportunity to which 
they are entitled. 

From Matthew Woll, 
Vice-President, A. F. of L. 

For many years I have been an en- 
thusiastic admirer of the work of 
Labor Palestine, and I want to express 
my very great sympathy for its achieve- 
ments in building a Homeland for the 
Jewish people. Labor Zionists have 
done a magnificent job in Palestine 
through the Histadrut, the Federation 
of Organized Workers of Palestine. 

Never before has the position of 
the Jewish people been so clearly 
drawn as it is today. We cannot speak 
of the freedom of nations unless we 
include the ethnic rights of the Jews, 
who have a just claim to the moral 
and practical recognition which is due 
to them as a historic and cultural 
people. 

salute your gallant struggle for 
the rights and freedom of Jews every- 
where in their adopted countries. Up- 
on your efforts will be built a lasting 
refuge and representative common- 
wealth in Palestine for the Jews as a 
people. 

Greetings to your Labor Zionist 
Convention and my most earnest hopes 
for a rich realization of all your future 
plans and aspirations. 


From the British Labor Party 
British Labor Party shares world- 
Jewish extermination urges necessity 
wide horror and grief at Nazi policy 
for every possible avenue escape and 
refuge to be provided by United Gov- 
ernments believing history will judge 
good faith Christian communities by 
this great test of our common human- 
ity and belief in future of civilization. 
Hitler's policy of barbarism cannot 
prevail if governments act with deci- 
sion and speed. We trust Palestine 
will provide refuge for many our 
friends comrades and when peace re- 
turns the Jewish Home will become 
free and inspiring center industrial 
social political developments fulfilling 
hope of so many of Jewish community 
during years gone by. 
J.S. MIDDLETON, Secretary 


From Harold J. Laski, London 

Because there is no hope of rescuing 
a great and historic people except 
through Palestine from the agony of 
the Nazi tyrant and because the 
Kvutzah seems to me among the great- 
est socialist experiments of all time, I 
send you warm fraternal greetings and 
eager hopes for your achievements in 
the future. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 
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Books - 





The Jewish Community 


SALO WITITMAYER BARON: The 
Jewish Community. Its History and 
Structure to the American Revolution. 
Philadelphia, The Jewish Publication 
Society of America, 1942. Three vol- 
umes, 374, 366, 572 pp. 


It was the faith of the Jewish people 
in its ancestral and universal God and 
its hope for eventual Messianic restor- 
ation that sustained it and its cultural- 
religious life through all kinds of ad- 
versities, and in the face of the influ- 
ences of the many cultures among 
which its members lived. The Jewish 
community was the instrument which 
furnished the mechanics and the 
framework for this survival, unpre- 
cedented in the history of mankind. 
These comments, however, hold true 
only of the period which antedated 
Jewish emancipation. New factors 
and powerful outside influences have 
entered into the picture with the 
American, and even more so the 
French Revolution. These hastened 
the inevitable disintegration of the 
community structure and the accom- 
panying weakening and destruction 
of the existing pattern of cultural- 
national, state and religious affiliation 
of the individual Jew and his organ- 
ized community. Professor Baron's 
history, the first of its kind, success- 
fully portrays the wide range of Jew- 
ish community organization until the 
American Revolution. 

Significantly, the story begins with 
a brief resume of Jewish community 
organization today. The title of the 
first chapter, “Quest for New Forms,” 
is indicative of the author’s view that 
a pattern for the post-emancipation of 
the Jewish community is still being 
evolved. It is in this period that the 
influences from the outside have been 
the predominant factor, particularly in 
the so-called “emancipated communi- 
ties.” In this respect, the author classi- 
fies the existing forms into five cate- 
gories. The first is the voluntary 
congregational type evolved in the 
United States and other countries 
where there is strict separation be- 
tween Church and State. The second 
type is the consistorial or “Church 
State” type evolved by absolutist gov- 
ernments which sought complete con- 
trol over the Church; this type was 
retained in many democratic countries 
after the decline of enlightened abso- 
lutism. The third form is termed by 
Professor Baron, the “people’s” com- 
munity as evolved in the U.S.S.R. and 


in modern Palestine, where religious 
functions have been completely elim- 
inated, as in the case of the Soviet 
Union, or have been made merely a 
part of the variegated and manifold 
tasks of the community, as in Palestine. 
In our mind, a better term for this 
type would have been the “secular” or, 
still better, the “extra-religious” com- 
munity. It might even be better to 
separate these two types. No adjective 
is given to the fourth and fifth types 
evolved respectively in Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, which presented, ac- 
cording to the author, the least radical 
break with the pre-emancipation con- 
tinuity, and in Great Britan, where the 
community received more legal recog- 
nition than in the voluntary congrega- 
tional type. This chapter, as well as 
the last one of Volume Two, “Crucible 
of Capitalism and Enlightenment,” 
furnish altogether too brief links be- 
tween the main thesis of the work and 
modern times. 

As seen from Professor Baron's 
classification, his approach is not lim- 
ited, as others would have it, to the 
strictly religious interpretation of the 
Jewish community, so much in vogue 
in the “emancipated” countries. The 
Palestinian municipality of the First 
Commonwealth is described by him as 
the first form of Jewish community 
organization—significantly, it was not 
a strictly religious one. The treatment 
of national and religious minorities by 
the imperialistic powers of the ancient 
world, which could teach some modern 
countries a lesson in the treatment of 
minorities, made possible the evolu- 
tion of a new central form, the syna- 
gogue. Both municipality and syna- 
gogue were combined during the 
second Commonwealth in Palestine. 
Again the Hellenistic imperialism of 
Alexander the Great and its inheritor, 
the Roman Empire, created the condi- 
tions for the Graeco-Roman Associa- 
tion in the dispersion, which began 
long before the destruction of Israel 
by Babylonia. . Feudal society in turn 
shaped the pattern of the Jewish com- 
munity to fit the medieval form, and 
the evolving early capitalism began to 
lay the foundations for the present 
modern type. 


Jewish community organization is 
an inseparable and important element 
of Jewish history. The learned author, 
who has made his mark in historical 
synthesis in his monumental Social 
and Religious History of the Jews, 
continues in the present work his ap- 
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OF THE 
PIONEER WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
NATIONAL The Pioneer Women’s Organization has 
SPONSORS initiated the Child Rescue Fund for the 


maintenance of incoming refugee chil- 
dren in the institutions of our sister or- 
ganization, the Moatzath Hapoaloth 
(Working Women’s Council) in Palestine. 


The Moatzath Hapoaloth appeals to us 
for help. We appeal to you, American 
Mother. 


Give what it would cost you to care for 
a child for one year here. Pay this as 
you like: all at once, or in convenient 
installments. 


“HAI” PLAN 


The two Hebrew letters n and ° 
make the Hebrew “Hai”. “Hai” 
means life. 

These two letters also represent 
the number 18. 

Hence the numeral 18 is the 
symbol of life. 


Form a “Hai’’ Group. 


10 people at $18 each 
18 people at $10 each 


or any multiple of 18 in people or 
money. (For example, 6 people 
at $30 each would also constitute 
a “Hai” Group.) This plan is 
presented for the convenience of 
those desirous of assuming 
responsibility for a child, but 
whose financial status is such as 
to make it impossible to carry the 
responsibility alone. 


PIONEER WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
275 Seventh Avenue, New York City 


I pledge $0.0... 


toward the support and maintenance of 
child(ren) in Palestine in the institutions of the Moatzath 


Hapoaloth and make monthly payments of $.......00.00000.0.... 


Enclosed is 6................ 





....as my first installment. 
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proach of weaving facts and trends 
into a live social-economic interpre- 
tation. As in his earlier work, the 
story is told not merely of internal 
Jewish forces and developments, but 
also of the influences from without, 
which also left their mark on the 
Jewish community. This is not meant 
in the sense of the persecutions which 
held the community together. On the 
contrary, Jewish communal organiza- 
tion in various periods bore a definite 
relation to the dominant general forms. 
For example, the Jewish community in 
the ancient world was one of the many 
other national-religious units of the 
great empires. In the Middle Ages it 
clearly reflected the feudal system. In- 
dividual institutions were influenced 
by Christian or Mohammedan usage of 
the majorities among whom the Jews 
dwelled. The formalization of the 
marriage ceremony, the multitude of 
candles in the synagogue, the title 
morenu given to learned rabbis, meth- 
ods of punishments, the very term 
almemar (the bimah in the syna- 
gogue) were direct imitations of such 
usages. They show that Jews were 
never isolated from the outside. More 
evidence of this kind is furnished by 
the author in the individual discus- 
sions of a number of topics, particu- 
larly law and education. 

To trace all communal institutions 
and usages to outside influences 
amounts to oversimplification of com- 
plex historical developments. The 
congregation, the school, the charity 
institutions originated from within, 
although they have been influenced 
from without. Most significant is the 
dichotomy between the local organiza- 
tions and the super-community, or 
organization composed of representa- 
tives of different communities in one 
state or locality. Invariably, Professor 
Baron proves, the super-community 
was a result of the pressure from with- 
out, mainly that by the governmental 
authorities in their search for law and 
order, and what is most important, for 
a more efficient way of collecting taxes 
from Jews. The very fact that the 
super-communities showed the ten- 
dency to fall apart with the change of 
government and political systems 
proves that at least for the last five 
hundred years they have been “foreign 
importations.” Before that, the fact 
that the super-community was usually 
gathered around a descendant of the 


“Royal House of David, who could be 


called the sub-king of the Jews, or 
around a great Talmudic authority, 
made these institutions popular. Such 
was not the case in feudal and early 
modern Europe. Furthermore, the 
governmental authorities were not the 


‘ only ones who interfered with the life 








j 
4 
& 
4 
3 
4 
i 
4 
3 
Z 

























TS ad 














APRIL, 1943 








GENUINE RISHON 
LEZION CARMEL WINE 


must bear this label 


Cirwer prano Saran" 











Sole Agents in the United States 


PALESTINE HOUSE 


Incorporated 
I. M. Kowatsky, President 


10 WEST 28th STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Phone: LExington 2-8320 




















Passover Greetings 


HENRY PAPE, Inc. 


41-39 THIRTY-EIGHTH STREET 
LONG ISLAND CITY, N. Y. 
STillwell 4-6343 
e 


315 East Third Street 
MT. VERNON, N. Y. 
FAirbanks 4-6644 


199 Main Street 
FARMINGDALE, L. I. 
Farmingdale 368 


630 Foster Avenue 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
MAnsfield 6-4121 


Metropolitan Distributors of 
HELLMAN'S "REAL" MAYONNAISE 
NUCOA "The Nourishing Thrift Spread” 
HELLMANN'S FRENCH DRESSING 
BEST FOODS BREAD & BUTTER PICKLES 
BEST FOODS MUSTARD 
with HORSERADISH 
BORDEN'S FINE CHEESES 
HENRY PAPE'S Prepared HORSERADISH 
MRS. GRASS' 

"Home Style" NOODLE SOUPS 
NESTLE'S EVERREADY COCOA 
BLUE RIBBON POTATO CHIPS 
BLUE RIBBON BOUILLON CUBES 























of the Jewish communities. The 
Church and the municipalities also 
had their interests, the first predomin- 
antly in the spiritual realm. We say 
predominantly, because at least in 18th 
century Poland, the Church was the 
chief creditor of the Jewish communi- 
ties, to the tune of enormous sums of 
money, which eventually caused the 
bankruptcy of the Kehillot. The mu- 
nicipalities, representing the Christian 
middle classes and artisans, had their 
economic accounts with the Jews. 


To cope with all these difficult prob- 
lems such as relations with the outside 
world, the maintenance of community 
solidarity, religious life, charity and 
education, required a well-functioning 
community. The Jewish community 
until emancipation was indeed an all- 
inclusive community. And woe was to 
the Jew who did not cooperate. For 
this purpose the community had pow- 
ers vested by the state. Indeed it was 
a state within a state. Naturally, such 
powers differed from period to period 
and locality to locality. In some coun- 
tries, the community had the right of 
capital punishment, which it exercised 
at times with the same cruelty prac- 
ticed by Christian society, to the 
amazement of visiting rabbis from the 
more humane Islamic countries. In the 
Babylonian municipality, the Jewish 
community regulated weights and 
measures. With the rise of the Euro- 
pean ghetto, the community had to 
maintain police services, street clean- 
ers, dance halls, and fortify the ghetto 
walls. With the introduction of the 
postal service, the Jewish community 
maintained its own mailmen. At all 
times, it engaged a plethora of func- 
tionaries, such as the lay and. rabbini- 
cal judges, rabbis, teachers, sextons, 
physicians, surgeons, tax collectors, 
midwives, nurses, controllers of mor- 
als, diplomatic representatives, and a 
flock of others. These functionaries 
had to carry out their work in institu- 
tions, which in turn had to be man- 
aged by local societies established for 
definite purposes, by the central local 
bodies and by the super-communities, 
which negotiated for all. 


All these institutions and function- 
aries are described by Professor Baron, 
and their history is traced in detail. 
What emerges is the picture of a 
strong community organization, whose 
members were in most cases better 
educated than the surrounding popu- 
lations. Above all, the reader is left 
with the impression that the Jewish 
community was able to implant in its 
members a strong feeling of solidarity 
and a fiery desire for survival, best ex- 
pressed in the cultivation of Jewish 
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learning and in the respect for the 
scholar. 

It would, hoyever, be sheer idealiza- 
tion to paint the picture only in bright 
colors. And Professor Baron, who de- 
tests the “lachrymose” conception of 
Jewish history, a term coined by him 
to deride those who describe the his- 
tory of the Jew as merely Leidens- 
geschichte, is equally candid in point- 
ing out the shortcomings of the com- 
munity institutions which were after 
all a human creation and subject to all 
human foibles and imperfections. 
Space permits us to discuss only one 
example, that of democracy within the 
Jewish community. This trend is seen 
most clearly by the general lack of 
central authorities and the weakness 
of the existing ones, observed both in 
ancient Palestine and in the Diaspora. 
It can be further obesrved in the 
variety of local organizations existing 
for different purposes, mainly social 
help, and ranging from societies for 
the provision of dowry for orphans to 
organizations devoted to the purchase 
of wine for the kiddush in the syna- 
gogue. 

Professor Baron cautions against 
visualizing Jewish community organi- 
zation until emancipation in terms of 
democracy of today. Indeed, there 
was more democracy within the Jew- 
ish community than in the outside 
world. At the same time, however, it 
was far from a full democracy. While 
leadership was in most cases in the 
hands of the rabbis and scholars, too 
often control was in the hands of the 
wealthy. In fact, there are many in- 
stances of interpretation of talmudic 
legislation which favored this control. 
Another factor in its favor was the 
relationship with the outside world. 
Frequently, the contact of the wealthy 
elements in the community with the 
outside authorities was a means for 
community control. In times of com- 
munity decline as evidenced in Poland 
beginning with the 17th century, the 
big financial problem, exemplified in 
the huge debts owed by the Jewish 
community to the Catholic clergy, 
placed the burden of community lead- 
ership in the hands of the wealthy. 
A redeeming factor of this system was 
the fact that the rabbinical leadership 
was recruited democratically. Rabbin- 
ical training was open to all the tal- 
ented, regardless of class origin and 
status of wealth. This, in turn, helped 
democratize the community, but did 
not alleviate completely the greater 
evil of control by the wealthy. 


The preceding paragraphs offer but 


an example of the various problems 
discussed in the work. Its scholarly 
character need not scare the more seri- 
ous reader. The book is well written. 
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The copious footnotes, many of which 
are minor excursuses on less known or 
more debatable topics are relegated to 
the third volume, which also contains 
a lengthy bibliography and a more 
than serviceable index. Lest the reader 
consider all this mere antiquaria, we 
should like to point out that the Mont- 
morency Goldbergs of today have a 
long history reaching back to one Sic- 
ulus Sabinus and one Marcus Cuyntus 
Alexus, synagogue officials in Roman 
times; that the shamash. who has to 
pay several thousand dollars to obtain 
his post in Boro Park is continuing the 
struggle against the president, which 
dates back at least to a Wilno Alaus in 
the eighteenth century; that the local 
community center, the pride and joy 
of the Jews in Mosquitobush is but a 
feeble replica of the Salonica Talmud 
Torah founded in 1520 plus the Tanz- 
haus of Frankfurt-am-Main; that legis- 
lation against all night card parties, 
which is so often pleaded for in letters 
to the editors of the Yiddish press, has 
been enforced, alas, with doubtful suc- 
cess in many a community in Europe. 
The readers of the JEWISH FRONTIER, 
in particular, will find antecedents of 
the Geverkshaften campaign in the 
splendid sub-chapter on Palestine 
Relief in the second volume. These, 
and scores of other parallels would 
well substantiate the mutatis mutandis 
interpretation of social institutions. 
We should also like to tell the reader 
that the three volume are available to 
members of the Jewish Publication 
Society for the annual subscription of 
only five dollars, a real bargain in Jew- 
ish books (no advertisement). 


« ABRAHAM G. DUKER 
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The Annual Pre-Passover Statement of H.J. Heinz Company 


HEINZ Products 
are 


NOT 


Kosher for 
Passover 


With rationing and shortages, we know 
that the food problem will be doubly dif- 
ficult this Passover. Unfortunately the 
House of Heinz can not be of assistance, 
for the © endorsement of so many of our 
varieties by the UNION OF ORTHODOX 
JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF AMER- 
ICA does not refer to Passover. That seal 
of approval covers the rest of the year 
only. To avoid any misunderstanding, we 
publish this annual statement. 


H. J. Heinz Company 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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